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EMPTY  BUSINESS  PARK  ON  EAST  STAHL  ROAD  MAY  SOON  BE  FILLED 

After  more  than  10  years  of  little  inter- 
est from  businesses,  all  the  land  in  the 
Sheffield  Business  Park  is  now  being 
spoken  for.  The  park,  made  up  of  five  lots 
each  just  over  four  acres,  is  located  in  the 
southeast  section  of  Sheffield  between 
East  Stahl  Rd.  and  Hewins  St. 

"We  don't  know  why  the  sudden 
interest,"  said  Eric  Carlson,  chair  of  the 
town's  Industrial  Development  Commis- 
sion. "What  I  have  to  think  is  that  there's 
not  very  much  land  out  there  that  you 
can  put  a  business  on." 

The  Industrial  Development  Com- 
mission is  the  town  agency  charged  with 
finding  businesses  for  the  park.  Carlson 
has  been  chair  of  the  commission  for  some 
five  years.  Other  members  of  the  commis- 
sion are  John  Downie,  David  Steindler, 
Bruce  Howden  and  Phyllis  Weiss. 

"The  commission  has  had  an  un- 
eventful history,"  Carlson  said.  "There 
hasn't  been  an  overwhelming  interest 
until  last  fall,  when  we  were  suddenly  ap- 
proached by  five  companies  ready  to  roll." 

The  commission  set  requirements  to 
make  sure  that  companies  are  compatible 
with  the  residential  neighborhood  that 
surrounds  it. "We  were  very  sensitive  to 
environmental  concerns,"  said  Carlson. 
"None  of  the  companies  offer  problems 
like  noise  or  odors  or  late-night  deliveries." 

HANNUM  AND  KIRCHNER  TO  FACE  OFF 


The  20-some  acres  of  Sheffield's  Business  Park  have  lain  fallow  for  more  than  10  years,  the 
road  and  streetlights  waiting  for  businesses.  Now,  all  five  lots  are  close  to  selling. 

After  screening  by  the  commission,  the 
companies  have  entered  into  negotiations 
with  the  Town  through  the  Board  of  Select- 
men. Karen  and  Paul  Tepper  of  Dedotec 
USA,  a  New  Jersey-based  company  that 
manufactures  lighting  equipment  for  the 
movie  industry,  have  already  filed  for  a  spe- 
cial permit  with  Sheffield's  Planning  Board. 
The  hearing  is  scheduled  for  March  1. 

Continued  on  page  3 


Sheffield  native  Julie  Hannum  has  decided 
to  run  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  The 
seat  up  this  year  is  now  held  by  Chairman 
Richard  Kirchner.  Just  before  press  time, 
Kirchner  told  the  Sheffield  Times  he  was 
filing  his  papers  to  seek  re-election  as  well. 
It  is  not  yet  known  if  other  candidates  will 
join  the  race  for  the  town's  May  9  election. 
Three  candidates  have  so  far  declared 
for  other  town  positions.  Bruce  Person, 
the  current  Town  Moderator,  and  Rene 
Wood,  a  current  member  and  the  Chair 
of  the  Planning  Board,  will  seek  re-elec- 
tion. Peter  Rowntree  will  run  for  Library 
Trustee  to  fill  a  seat  being  vacated  by 
Hannum. 


"There  is  still  time  for  others  to  file 
their  nomination  papers  for  the  election," 
said  Town  Clerk  Felecie  Joyce.  She  added 
that  "candidates  must  initiate  the  process  by 
getting  the  nomination  petition  from  me  no 
later  than  5pm  on  Wed.,  March  16."  They 
must  then  obtain  at  least  20  signatures  of 
registered  Sheffield  voters  and  file  the  com- 
pleted form  with  the  Town  Clerk  no  later 
than  5pm  on  Mon.,  March  21.  While  20 
signatures  are  required  to  put  a  candidate  on 
the  ballot,  Joyce  suggests  getting  more — as 
many  as  25  to  30 — in  case  some  signatures 
are  disqualified. 

April  12  is  the  last  day  on  which  resi- 
dents can  register  to  vote  in  the  election. 
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THANKYOU! 

Emily  and  John  Alexander 

Millicent  Gravel 

Correll  and  Fran  Pezzee 

Karin  and  Allen  Altman 

Dorothy  Haller 

David  and  Marsha  Pottle 

Richard  and  Pauline  Banducci 

Tema  Greenleaf-Harnik  and  Eric 

Peter  and  Aurora  Pshenishny 

Fred  and  Betty  Bangs 

Green  leaf 

Sally  and  Carl  Proper 

Bob  and  Debbie  Beham 

Bruce  M.  Howden 

Seymour  Robins 

Mary  S.  Blaise 

Joe  and  Sue  Hurlburt 

Susan  Rothschild  and  Don  Freedman 

Norton  and  Diana  Blumenthal 

James  and  Donna  Hurley 

Jeffrey  Rubin  and  Leslie  Naughton 

Barbara  and  Patrick  Burns 

Kali  Ray  Tri  Yoga 

Annie  Ryder 

Neal  Chamberlain 

Art  and  Susan  Kaufman 

Becky  and  KC  Schopp 

Betty  Cane 

Barry  and  Samahria  Kaufman  -  Option 

Charles  W.  &  Pauline  W.  Schumann  Jr. 

Catie  Carolan  and  Connie  Cooper 

Institute 

Andrea  Scott  and  Rob  Jenter 

Paul  and  Carol  Collins 

Sally  and  King  Kelly 

Josie  Sentner 

Dick  Coon  Construction,  LLC 

Jack  and  Dottie  Koneazny 

Evelyn  Small 

Dwight  and  Nancy  Dellert 

Thaddeus  B.  and  Maria  G.  Kubis 

Diane  and  Dave  Smith 

Richard  and  Sheila  Drill 

Renee  and  Marven  Kurjan 

Store-lt-AII,  Inc. 

Virginia  J.  Drury 

Susan  and  Philip  Lebowitz 

Ethel  Storer 

RuthY.  Dutcher 

Susan  Levin 

Harriette  Storges 

Francine  and  John  Eget 

Susan  Lushing 

Richard  and  Deborah  Swiatek 

Branch  and  Margit  Elam 

Barbara  and  Norman  Margolis 

Doris  and  Peter  Traub 

Bart  and  Janet  Elsbach 

Pheobe  and  Richard  McBee 

Jojean  Travis 

Patricia  and  Peter  Elsbach 

Wesley  G.  McCain  and  Noreene 

Christine  andVitoValentini 

Nancy  Emery 

Storrie 

Robert  VanDeusen 

Barbara  M.  Fletcher 

Bette  and  Charlie  McNamara 

Merle  and  Karen  Varney 

Virginia  Flynn  and  Dr.  Joe  W.  Crow 

Binney  Meigs  and  Katie  Woodhouse 

Diana  and  Henry  Vollmer,  III 

Marcia  and  Bruce  Fowle 

Robert  D.  Mercurio 

Jeff  Waingrow 

Joyce  Y.  Freundlich  and  Norman  J. 

James  R. and  Catherine  B.Miller 

Stacey  and  Jeffrey  Weber 

Schnayer 

Donald  and  Roswitha  Mott 

Dr.  and  Mrs. WillardT Weeks 

Natalie  and  Maree  Funk 

Norma  Moulton 

Phyllis  and  Joel  Weiss 

Helen  Gray-Garretson  and  Frank 

Christopher  and  Andrea  Nye 

F.  Robert  Wheeler,  Jr. 

Garretson 

Thomas  W.  Orlando 

Joe  Wilkinson  and  Sons  Excavating 

Joan  and  Frances  Gattuso 

Drs.  Fred  and  Elaine  Panitz 

Rene  Wood  and  Dennis  Sears 

Claude  and  Bernard  Ghitman 

Richard  W.  Pearse  and  Nancy  O'Donohue 
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Continued  from  pave  1 

The  other  prospective  owners  are  City  Moves,  a  lo- 
cal moving  company  currently  based  on  County  Rd.  in 
Sheffield;  Maggie  and  David  Brigham  of  Four  Corners,  a 
Millerton,  NY,  company  that  makes  computer-machined 
wooden  parts;  Les  Fleming  of  Euro  Precision  Co.  in 
Lakeville,  CT,  which  makes  tools  for  fabricating  high- 
tech  metal  such  as  fan  blades  for  windmills;  and  McElroy 
Scenic  Services,  also  in  Millerton,  a  scenery-development 
company  that  manufactures  sets  and  scenery  for  commer- 
cials and  other  applications. 

Good  news  for  the  town  budget? 

The  properties  are  being  sold  at  the  appraised  market 
value  for  such  land.  "Every  one  of  us  [on  the  commission] 
was  asking  the  same  question — why  was  this  suddenly  so 
popular,"  Carlson  said.  "To  be  sure  we  were  asking  enough 
money  for  the  land,  we  hired  a  company  to  do  a  land  evalu- 
ation." Berkshire  Appraisal  did  the  new  appraisal,  finding 
that  the  commission  had  indeed  set  the  prices  at  market 
value. 

The  money  from  the  sale  of  the  land  will  go  into  Shef- 
field's general  fund.  Whether  the  proceeds  directly  reduce 
the  town's  tax  rate  depends  on  many  factors,  including 
the  size  of  the  budget  and  how  the  town  votes  on  issues 
presented  at  Town  Meeting. 

But  the  new  businesses  will  be  Sheffield  taxpayers.  "Sell- 
ing the  land  increases  the  tax  base  and  hopefully  will  serve  to 
stabilize  the  tax  rate,"  said  Town  Administrator  Bob  Weitz. 


The  Sheffield  Business  Park  was  previously  a  work- 
ing farm  enrolled  in  the  Chapter  61A  "current  use"  tax 
program.  The  town  of  Sheffield  acquired  the  property 
in  1994  when  it  exercised  its  right  of  first  refusal  under 
the  Chapter  61A  program  and  bought  the  property  for 
$165,000.  The  20-some  acres  had  been  planned  for  a 
residential  subdevelopment  that  would  have  cost  the 
town  more  in  services  than  it  would  have  received  in 
taxes. 

The  town  voted  approval  for  the  Business  Park  at 
a  Town  Meeting,  and  the  town  subsequently  received  a 
grant  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  for  $286,000  to 
construct  the  roadway  and  install  conduit  for  electricity. 
Business  Park  owners  will  have  to  drill  their  own  wells 
and  install  their  own  septic  systems. 

Carlson  is  very  positive  about  the  companies  that 
the  commission  has  lined  up  being  interested  in  creating 
a  good  corporate  "neighborhood." 

"They  were  all  asking  the  right  questions,"  he  said. 
"They  were  all  interested  in  making  their  buildings 
nice-  looking  and  compatible  with  each  other."  He  said 
that  he  and  the  other  commissioners  had  originally 
envisioned  wooden  barn-like  structures  in  the  Park,  but 
quickly  realized  as  they  interviewed  prospective  buy- 
ers that  to  be  cost-effective,  companies  today  would  be 
putting  up  metal  buildings.  But  there  are  restrictions  on 
things  like  outside  storage  and  parking,  he  said. 

— Andrea  Scott 


TOWN  WORKS  TO  SUPPORT  FARMS  AND  RURAL  CHARACTER 


Maintaining  Sheffield's  rural  character  and  supporting 
agriculture  has  been  one  of  the  community's  top  priorities 
from  the  1987  Open  Space  and  Recreation  Plan  to  the  1994 
Ecotourism  and  Economic  Development  Strategy,  and  was 
re-affirmed  in  the  2004  Master  Plan. 

To  that  end,  like  a  number  of  communities  across  the 
state,  Sheffield  is  working  on  a  right-to-farm  bylaw.  A  right- 
to-farm  bylaw  is  not  zoning,  but  a  general  town  bylaw.  It  re- 
affirms and  reinforces  state  statutes  and  provides  notification 
that  the  town  encourages  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  promotes 
agriculture-based  economic  opportunities,  and  protects  farm- 
land in  a  town  by  providing  for  agricultural  uses  and  related 
activities  to  function  with  minimal  conflict  with  abutters  and 
the  town. 

Thanks  to  a  grant  secured  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
the  Planning  Board  (see  page  16  for  details),  the  Agricultural 
Advisory  Working  Group  of  twenty  farmers  and  interested 
residents  has  been  working  with  the  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission  to  review  a  model  bylaw  from  the  State  and 
a  number  of  bylaws  already  in  place  in  other  communities  to 
tailor  one  to  meet  Sheffield's  vision  and  needs. 

The  goal  is  to  have  a  bylaw  ready  for  Town  Meeting  in 
May.  The  Working  Group  will  make  its  recommendations 
to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  host  a  public  roundtable  for 
residents  to  discuss  the  proposed  bylaw  and  any  questions 
that  residents  might  have  in  advance  of  Town  Meeting. 


An  added  benefit.  This  work  will  also  help  Sheffield  to  be 
more  competitive  for  state  grants  and  funding.  Because  the 
state  recognizes  the  importance  of  supporting  agriculture,  it 
has  included  right-to-farm  bylaws,  commissions  and  other 
demonstrations  of  a  Town's  support  for  agriculture  in  the 
criteria  it  uses  to  determine  a  town's  eligibility  for  funding  for 
programs  which  support  everything  from  economic  develop- 
ment to  conservation  and  municipal  infrastructure. 

Notices  of  the  meetings  are  posted  at  town  hall.  Look  for 
details  on  the  roundtable  in  the  coming  months. 


The  Enchanted  Florist 

wivw.enchantcd-Jlorist.net 
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Community  News 


SHEFFIELD'S  HUB:  THE  POST  OFFICE 


In  the  first  of  two  articles,  we  profile  Sheffield's 
post  office.  The  Ashley  Falls  Post  Office  and 
its  staff  will  he  featured  in  a  future  issue. 

Just  as  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  promises, 
the  Sheffield  Post  Office  has  never  closed 
because  of  bad  weather.  But  there  have 
been  close  calls,  such  as  when  the  power 
went  out  on  Tax  Day,  April  15,  2004.  The 
power  didn't  return  before  the  post  office 
closed.  But  the  postmaster  and  the  two 
sales  and  services  associates  who  staff  the 
"windows"  managed  to  get  everything 
done  by  hand  as  their  customers  waited 
in  longer  lines  than  usual  for  their  certi- 
fied and  return  receipts. 

Those  reliable  and  cheerful  postal 
workers  are  Postmaster  Ellen  Dripps 
and  associates  Karen  Robarge  and  Betsy 
Ross.  Two  mail  carriers,  Jeri  Bottass  and 
Linda  Tekin,  round  out  the  staff. 

Karen  and  Betsy,  the  smiling  faces  we 
regularly  see  at  the  front  counter,  know 
most  customers  by  name  and  all  those 
with  post  office  boxes  by  box  number 
which  is  why  when  we  hand  over  the  yel- 
low slip  in  our  boxes  indicating  a  package, 
they  can  surprise  us  by  retrieving  the 
delivery  without  asking  for  our  names  or 
numbers. 

Karen  Robarge  arrived  at  the  Shef- 
field post  office  five  years  ago.  Previously 
she  worked  at  Berkshire  School  as  an  as- 
sistant account  operations  manager,  and 
before  that  she  was  in  the  restaurant  and 
hotel  business.  Karen  grew  up  in  Tyring- 
ham  and  South  Lee  and  has  lived  in  the 
Berkshires  all  her  life,  except  for  a  few 
years  in  Florida.  Her  husband,  Randy, 
grew  up  in  Sheffield.  They've  lived  in 
Sheffield  for  more  than  20  years,  the  last 
11  in  Ashley  Falls.  Most  of  Karen's  free 
time  is  spent  with  her  two  children,  aged 
5  and  8,  and  they  all  greatly  enjoy  family 
vacations  in  their  camper  each  summer. 

Karen  sees  the  post  office  as  the  place 
in  town  where  people  know  they  will  see 
each  other  regularly.  She  feels  that  her 
work  there  is  "a  way  to  give  back  to  the 
community."  She  singled  out  the  annual 
field  trips  by  Undermountain  Elementary 
School  and  Berkshire  School  Day  Care 
Center  as  among  her  favorite  post  office 
experiences.  The  children  write  letters 


Zip  code:  01257 

Hours:  The  full  post  office  is 
open  9am- 1  pm  and  2-4:30pm 
Monday  through  Friday  and  9am- 
12pm  on  Saturday.  The  lobby  is 
open  7am-8pm  seven  days  per 
week  (the  doors  work  on  an  auto- 
matic timer). 


Delivery:  Mail  delivery  to  a  roadside 
mailbox  is  available  in  some  parts  of 
town.  Ask  at  the  post  office  to  see  if 
your  location  is  covered- 
Boxes:  Four  sizes  are  available  for 
yearly  rental.  A  small  box  is  $24  per 
year,  medium  $36,  large  $66  and  extra 
large  $120. 


and  put  them  in  the  mailbox  to  see  how 
long  it  will  take  before  they  are  received. 

Betsy  Ross  has  also  been  working 
at  the  Sheffield  post  office  for  five  years, 
arriving  just  one  month  after  Karen.  Both 
passed  the  clerk-carrier  test  to  qualify 
for  their  positions.  Previously,  Betsy  was 
a  general  manager  at  the  McDonald's  in 
Canaan.  She  grew  up  in  Goshen,  CT, 
and  lived  in  Canaan  for  30  years  before 
coming  to  Ashley  Falls  1 1  years  ago.  She 
describes  herself  as  very  family-oriented. 
Although  her  two  children  are  now  in 
their  20s  and  living  away  from  home, 
the  extended  family  meets  regularly  for 
holidays  and  events  including  a  family 
bowling  party  and  a  summer  softball 
game.  When  she  is  not  working  or  with 
her  family,  she  knits  or  reads  (she  par- 
ticularly enjoys  historical  fiction),  and  she 
can  frequently  be  seen  biking  throughout 
Ashley  Falls. 

Betsy  chuckled  when  asked  what  she 
feels  is  the  hardest  part  of  the  job.  She 
replies  that  it  is  trying  to  stuff  all  the  mail 
in  the  boxes. "People  don't  realize  how 
quickly  the  boxes  fill  when  they  don't  pick 
up  their  mail  regularly!" 

The  post  office  is  under  the  direction 
of  Ellen  Dripps,  who  has  been  Sheffield's 
postmaster  for  1 1  years.  As  the  overall 
administrator  and  office  manager,  most  of 
her  time  is  spent  in  the  back  office,  so  her 
face  may  be  less  familiar  to  customers. 
Behind  the  scenes,  Ellen  works  alongside 
Karen  and  Betsy,  boxing  and  hand  for- 
warding the  mail,  and  she  is  responsible 
for  solving  customer  problems.  She  has 
worked  for  the  postal  service  for  21  years, 
first  as  a  carrier  in  Great  Barrington,  then 
as  a  clerk  in  Egremont  and  postmaster  in 
Ashley  Falls  for  five  years  before  she  was 


promoted  to  her  current  position. 
Ellen  was  born  and  raised  in  Pittsfield 
but  for  the  past  15  years  she  has  lived  in 
New  Marlborough,  currently  with  her 
three-year-old  black  lab,  Mandy.  When 
she  is  not  working,  she  plays  the  flute  (she 
was  once  a  music  teacher  in  the  Pittsfield 
schools),  and  she  reads  murder  mysteries. 

The  ins  and  outs  of  mail  delivery 

Ellen  has  seen  many  changes  during 
her  years  as  postmaster.  Nationwide,  the 
volume  of  bulk  and  first-class  mail  has 
decreased  because  of  the  increased  use 
of  e-mail  for  both  personal  communica- 
tion and  advertising.  However,  the  actual 
number  of  deliveries  in  Sheffield  has 
increased  due  to  the  increased  number 
of  residents.  Since  9/11,  she's  seen  more 
part-timers  moving  here  full  time,  and 
many  of  them  are  conducting  businesses 
from  their  homes. 

Currently  there  are  850  boxes  and 
550  route  deliveries  in  Sheffield  (Ash- 
ley Falls  has  250  boxes  and  150  route 
deliveries).  The  largest  producers  of  mail 
are  Berkshire  School,  Sheffield  Plastics 
and  the  Options  Institute.  Christmas  has 
become  much  less  hectic  because  fewer 
Christmas  cards  are  being  sent,  says 
Ellen.  This  past  year,  only  five  letters  to 
Santa  Claus  were  received.  But  with  more 
residents  moving  to  warmer  climates  in 
the  winter,  there  is  increased  work  associ- 
ated with  forwarding  mail. 

Increased  automation  is  affecting 
every  stage  of  the  process,  including 
weighing,  postage  calculation  and  sort- 
ing. Computers  have  been  in  place  at  the 
windows  since  April  2004;  the  credit  card 
sliders  will  hopefully  be  activated  soon. 

"The  phone  book  is  not  our  friend," 
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Ellen  says.  It  encourages  use  of  the  street 
addresses  listed  there.  She  urges  custom- 
ers with  a  post  office  box  to  put  it  on  all 
outgoing  mail  as  the  return  address  so 
recipients  can  correct  their  address  books. 
Each  incorrect  address  has  to  be  fixed 
by  hand  and  that  takes  time.  Saved  time 
translates  into  saved  postage  rates.  (There 
will  be  no  postage  increase  this  year). 

All  mail  destined  for  Berkshire 
County  from  out  of  town  comes  by  way 
of  Springfield,  where  it  is  processed  and 
sorted  by  high-speed  machinery  and  then 
trucked  to  Pittsfield.  There  it  is  trans- 
ferred to  smaller  trucks  bound  for  the 
various  towns.  For  outgoing  mail,  which 
is  dispatched  in  late  morning  and  again  at 
4:30pm,  the  reverse  is  true.  Express  mail 
is  trucked  directly  from  Bradley  Airport 
to  Pittsfield.  The  early  morning  truck 
from  Pittsfield  brings  it  to  Sheffield. 
Later  in  the  morning  it  arrives  by  carrier 
from  Pittsfield  or  Great  Barrington. 

Ellen,  Betsy  and  Karen  all  arrive  at 
8am  to  unload  the  day's  incoming  mail. 
Most  of  the  mail  is  sorted  by  hand.  After 
the  front  windows  open  at  9,  they  contin- 
ue to  put  first-class  mail  in  boxes  between 
helping  customers.  In  the  afternoon,  they 
box  the  bulk  mail  that  has  come  in  the 
day  before.  The  delivery  of  the  bulk  mail 
is  taken  as  seriously  as  the  delivery  of 
first-class  mail.  All  three  are  very  aware 
that  without  bulk  mail,  the  post  office 
would  not  survive. 

After  the  windows  close  at  4:30 
on  weekdays  or  12  noon  on  Saturday, 
the  outgoing  mail  is  prepared  for  the 
truck  that  will  arrive  from  Pittsfield  the 
following  morning.  The  post  office  is 
now  closed  between  1  and  2  pm  because 
recently  all  post  offices  were  mandated 
to  cut  hours.  When  Ellen  tracked  and 
graphed  the  volume  of  business,  she 
found  that  this  was  the  hour  of  least  use, 
and  the  change  saves  10  person  hours  a 
week.  Five  minutes  to  twelve  on  Satur- 
days is  invariably  the  busiest  time  at  the 
post  office. 

Both  Betsy  and  Karen  enjoy  work- 
ing at  the  front  window  best  so  they 
alternate  weeks  as  the  primary  window 
clerk.  Many  customers  come  in  at  the 
same  time  each  day.  Karen  says,  "There 
are  some  you  can  set  your  watch  by."  If 
an  elderly  customer  does  not  come  for  a 
few  days,  they  begin  to  worry.  If  either 
of  them  or  a  carrier  is  unable  to  work, 
Ellen  covers.  Recently  she  has  been  do- 
ing the  mail  route  on  her  day  off  because 


Sheffield's  Post  Office  team:  Betsy  Ross,  Ellen  Dripps,  and  Karen  Robarge. 


one  of  the  two  carriers  has  been  out. 

Betsy,  Karen  and  Ellen  regularly 
work  45  hours  a  week,  even  though 
Betsy  and  Karen  are  officially  part-time. 
The  post  office  is  currently  advertising  a 
clerk-carrier  test  to  find  a  third  sales  and 
services  associate  to  help  take  some  of 
the  burden  off  the  three. 

In  spite  of  the  long  hours,  all  ap- 
preciate the  job  security  and  benefits  of 


their  positions,  and  they  all  like  their 
work.  Ellen  says  "the  team  works  very 
well  together."  What  do  they  like  most 
about  their  jobs?  According  to  Ellen,  "It 
is  never  dull;  every  day  brings  differ- 
ent challenges,  despite  the  set  routine." 
What  do  they  like  least?  They  all  feel 
the  enormous  pressure  associated  with 
getting  the  mail  delivered  on  time. 
— Ellen  Rowntree 


COMMUNITY  DANCE  AT  UNDERMOUNTAIN 


Turn  off  the  television.  Shut  down  the 
computer.  Dust  off  those  dancing  shoes. 
And  get  ready  to  shake  off  your  winter 
hibernation.  The  Undermountain  PTO 
invites  one  and  all  on  Fri.,  March  18, 
to  join  in  the  community  dance  at  the 
Undermountain  Elementary  Gymna- 
sium. It's  a  multi-generational  dance  for 
experienced  dancers  and  novices  alike. 

The  evening  starts  with  a  potluck 
supper  at  5:30pm  and  then  jumps  into 
traditional  dancing  taught  by  Peter  and 
Mary  Alice  Amidon  from  7  to  8:30.  The 
dance  will  be  the  culmination  of  a  week- 
long  workshop  that  the  Amidons  will  be 
holding  at  the  school. 

The  Amidons  are  nationally  recog- 
nized educators  in  traditional  dance  and 
story  telling.  Originally  from  Monterey, 
Peter  has  led  workshops  at  Undermoun- 
tain throughout  the  80s  and  90s.  When- 
ever the  Amidons  are  at  the  school,  they 
enliven  the  education  process  through 
fun  and  movement.  The  dances  teach 


teamwork,  cooperation  and  focus. 

Whether  you  are  7  or  70,  this  eve- 
ning will  put  a  strut  in  your  step  and  a 
sparkle  in  your  smile.  Come  and  experi- 
ence the  amazing  Amidons,  and  kick  it 
up  a  notch!  — Neal  Chamberlain 


SATURDAY  MARKET 

The  Saturday  Morning  Indoor  Market 
in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  on  the  Shef- 
field green  returns  with  locally  pro- 
duced goods  on  Saturday.  March  19. 
The  Market  will  be  open  every  Sat- 
urday from  9:30- 1  pm  through  April 
30.  The  market  features  baked  goods, 
prepared  foods,  soups  and  breads,  as 
well  as  flowers,  plants,  crafts  and  other 
products.  It's  a  great  place  to  meet 
your  friends  and  neighbors  and  catch 
up  on  community  happenings  while 
enjoying  a  cup  of  coffee  or  tea. 

Call  Priscilla  Cote  at  229-7907 
with  any  questions. 


Community  News 


RESTORING  SHEFFIELD'S  OLD  MEETINGHOUSE 

The  Old  Parish  Church  meetinghouse, 
which  has  anchored  Sheffield's  Town 
Green  since  1760,  is  showing  evidence 
of  serious  damage,  the  result  of  time, 
settling,  powder  post  beetles,  water  leaks, 
and  termites.  The  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Commission  recently  awarded  a 
matching  grant  of  $45,000  towards  a  goal 
of  $300,000  to  begin  structural  repairs. 

For  many  years,  Old  Parish  had  been 
Sheffield's  "town  church,"  supported  by 
taxes  until  well  into  the  19th  century.  As 
the  largest  public  building  in  town,  its 
meetinghouse  was  used  for  town  busi- 
ness and  community  events  as  well  as  for 
religious  services. 

The  Sheffield  Declaration,  a  precur- 
sor of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
was  publicly  read  and  unanimously 
endorsed  in  the  Sheffield  meetinghouse 
in  1773.  Colonel  John  Ashley  and  prob- 
ably his  slave  Mum  Bet  both  worshipped 
here,  as  did  Theodore  Sedgwick,  the 
lawyer  secured  by  Mum  Bet  in  her  suit 
for  freedom  against  the  Colonel.  Orville 
Dewey,  a  prominent  Unitarian  minister 
and  founder  of  the  Friendly  Union,  at- 
tended services  as  a  boy.  The  clock  in  the 
steeple,  owned  by  the  Town  of  Sheffield, 
is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  George  F. 
Root,  the  popular  composer  of  "Tramp, 
Tramp,  Tramp  the  Boys  are  Marching" 
and  "The  Battle  Cry  of  Freedom." 

Although  Old  Parish  is  no  longer 
the  only  religious  institution  in  town,  the 
church  still  generously  shares  its  facili- 
ties and  grounds  with  the  community. 
The  annual  Christmas  Tree  Lighting 
service — one  of  the  few  times  the  Town 
gathers  for  purposes  other  than  busi- 
ness— is  held  here.  Sheffield's  Farmers 
Market  sets  up  in  its  parking  lot  on 
Friday  evenings  in  the  warmer  months. 
For  more  than  15  years,  the  church  has 
been  the  home  of  the  Sheffield  Pantry, 
currently  providing  food  to  23  South 
County  families.  Recently,  it  has  hosted 
such  groups  as  the  Sheffield  Histori- 
cal Society,  the  Senior  Summit,  and  the 
Barrington  Stage  Company.  Its  grounds 
have  been  used  for  the  annual  Sheffield 
in  Celebration  Fair  on  the  Green,  and  its 
sanctuary  has  been  used  for  concerts  and 
the  popular  "Heavenly  Quilt"  show. 


Old  Parish  Church,  Sheffield's  old 
meeting  house. 

Architecturally,  Old  Parish  is  a  jewel, 
one  of  the  most  elegant  landmarks  in  the 
historic  village  center.  Originally  a  simple, 
unadorned  New  England  church,  its  loca- 
tion and  design  have  changed  since  it  was 
first  constructed.  In  the  early  19th  cen- 
tury, the  meetinghouse  was  moved  from 
what  is  presently  the  center  of  Route  7 
to  its  current  location  on  the  west  side  of 
the  road.  At  that  time,  a  vestibule  and  bell 
tower  were  added,  the  resulting  facade 
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with  its  tall  spire  clearly  influenced  by 
Charles  Bullfinch  in  Boston  and  the  new 
Federal  church  style. 

Planning  for  the  restoration  began  in 
2003  by  the  Church  Board  of  Trustees. 
In  September, John  A.James,  an  architect 
from  Ashley  Falls,  was  hired  to  develop 
a  comprehensive  building  conditions 
survey.  The  survey  verified  what  the 
church  already  knew — if  the  meeting- 
house was  to  survive,  immediate  action 
was  required.  The  Trustees  subsequently 
appointed  John  Sisson  to  chair  its  building 
committee.  Its  first  task  will  be  to  raise 
$45,000  to  match  the  grant  promised  by 
the  Historical  Commission.  Then  it  will 
be  seeking  funds  from  church  members 
and  the  community  to  help  preserve  this 
beautiful,  classic  reminder  of  the  past  for 
generations  to  come. 

For  further  information,  call  the 
Church  office  at  229-8173. 

— John  G.  Wightman 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  an  inex- 
pensive way  to  reach  Sheffield 
customers.  Contact  Tara  White 
at  229-7754  for  information  on 
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BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL'S  THOREAU  HOUSE  MUSEUM  NEARS  COMPLETION 


In  the  summer  of  2003,  Berkshire 
School  teachers  Hilary  Russell  and  Allan 
Bredenfoerder  took  a  course  at  Heart- 
wood,  a  wood-working  school  in  Becket, 
on  timber  framing.  That  fall,  armed  with 
brand  new  timber-framing  chisels,  home- 
made mallets,  and  hope,  the  two  teachers 
taught  seven  students  the  rudiments  of 
cutting  mortises  and  tenons  in  white  pine 
timbers. 

Why?  Because  Russell  was  convinced 
that  replicating  Henry  David  Thoreau's 
10xl5-foot  cabin — including  the  brick 
chimney,  the  trap  door  to  the  root  cellar, 
and  the  furniture — would  help  students 
understand  Thoreau  and  his  great  work, 
Walden.  Perhaps  more  important,  how- 
ever, is  that  Russell,  who  believes  in  the 
power  of  architecture,  wanted  generations 
of  students  from  Berkshire  School  and 
people  in  the  surrounding  communities  to 
be  able  to  stand  in  the  cabin  and  imagine 
Thoreau  working  and  living  in  that  space. 

Last  fall  Berkshire  science  teacher 
Mike  Dalton  continued  the  construc- 
tion with  the  help  of  Bredenfoerder  and 
five  students.  Now  the  cabin  is  floored, 
sided,  and  roofed.  This  spring  Rus- 
sell and  math  teacher  David  Sanborn 
will  see  through  the  completion  of  the 
chimney,  the  interior  plastering  and  the 
building  of  the  furniture. 


Throughout  the  project,  local  crafts- 
men have  generously  given  of  their  time, 
among  them  David  Rood  of  Gingras 
Lumber;  Bill  DeVries  and  Neil  Lidstone 
of  DeVries  Building  Supply;  local  cabi- 
net maker  Erik  Schutz;  Mark  Mendel  of 
Monterey  Masonry;  cabinet  maker  Boyd 
Hutchinson;  and  Al  Gebo  of  Weekend 
Chair  Seat  Repair. 

When  all  is  complete,  the  Thoreau 
House  Museum  will  contain  the  following: 

...a  bed,  a  table,  a  desk,  three  chairs,  and 
a  looking  glass  three  inches  in  diameter, 
a  pair  of  tongs  and  andirons,  a  kettle,  a 
skillet  [probably  with  legs  and  a  top], 
and  a  frying-pan,  a  dipper,  a  wash-bowl, 
two  knives  and  forks,  three  plates,  one 
cup,  one  spoon,  a  jug  for  oil,  a  jug  for 
molasses,  and  a  japanned  lamp  [made  of 
lacquer  ware].  — Walden 


Students  and  teachers 
at  Berkshire  School 
have  been  constructing 
this  replica  of  the  cabin 
Henry  David  Tho- 
reau made  famous  at 
Walden  Pond.  Wloen 
the  cabin  is  completed, 
it  will  be  a  museum 
open  to  the  public. 


The  school  looks  forward  to  the 
day  when  visitors  to  this  unique  mu- 
seum will  immediately  gain  a  sense  of 
Thoreau's  life  when  he  lived  for  two 
years,  two  months  and  two  days  in  his 
"house,"  as  he  insistent  in  calling  it: 

...J  lived  alone  in  the  woods,  a  mile  from 
any  neighbor,  in  a  house  which  I  built 
myself,  on  the  shore  of  Walden  Pond,  in 
Concord,  Massachusetts,  and  earned  my 
living  by  the  labor  oj  my  hands  only. 

The  school  plans  to  train  student 
docents  to  help  conduct  public  tours 
beginning  next  fall,  to  have  juniors  visit 
the  House  as  they  study  Thoreau  and 
the  transcendentalist  movement,  and 
to  allow  interested  students  to  gain  a 
better  knowledge  of  Thoreau  by  living 
in  the  House  for  short  periods  of  time. 


BARRINCTON  STAGE  COMPANY  NEWS 


"Spelling  Bee"  heads  to  Broadway.  After 
opening  to  rave  reviews  Off-Broadway 
this  week,  "The  25th  Annual  Putnam 
County  Spelling  Bee"  will  head  to  Broad- 
way later  this  year.  The  offbeat  musical 
creation  of  Tony-award  winning  compos- 
er and  lyricist  William  Finn  and  play- 
wright Rachel  Sheinkin  made  its  world 
premiere  at  Barrington  Stage  Company 
last  summer.  It  continues  its  Off-Broad- 
way run  through  March  20  at  Second 
Stage  Theatre.  A  date  for  the  Broadway 
move  will  be  announced  shortly. 

"We  are  so  proud  to  have  been  part 
of  this  project  from  its  inception,"  said 
BSC  Artistic  Director  Julianne  Boyd. 
"Bill  [Finn]  is  a  great  friend  of  Barrington 
Stage,  and  we  are  thrilled  with  the  tre- 
mendous success  of  the  show." 

The  25th  Annual  Putnam  County 
Spelling  Bee  was  workshopped  and  later 
fully  staged  at  BSC  in  2004.  The  Berk- 


shire Eagle  recently  named  that  staging 
the  Best  Production  of  2004,  and  the 
Boston  Globe  selected  "Spelling  Bee"  as 
one  of  the  best  of  the  season. 

BSC's  has  a  history  of  supporting 
new  work  and  emerging  artists  in  the 
theatre  since  its  inception  in  1995. 

BSC  wins  grants.  Barrington  Stage 
has  received  two  matching  grants  totaling 
$26,760  from  the  Massachusetts  Cultural 
Council.  A  YouthReach  Initiative  match- 
ing grant  of  $13,760  and  an  Organiza- 
tional Support  grant  of  $13,000  will  be 
distributed  to  BSC  over  two  years. 

The  YouthReach  grant  supports 
programs  providing  meaningful  artis- 
tic and  educational  experiences  to  help 
young  people  make  successful  transitions 
into  adulthood.  With  the  help  of  the 
grant,  BSC  will  expand  its  Playwright 
Mentoring  Project,  a  theatre  program  for 
at-risk  youth,  to  include  a  Latino  Play- 


wright Mentoring  Project  at  Lee  High 
School.  This  new  program  will  focus  on 
dramatizing  issues  specific  to  Latino  im- 
migrants' experience  with  acclimation  to 
American  culture. 

The  cultural  council's  Organizational 
Support  grants  support  organizations 
with  track  records  of  excellence  and  com- 
munity service.  These  matching  grants 
can  be  applied  to  any  aspect  of  operations 
that  best  advances  the  organization's 
overall  mission.  Organizational  Support 
grants  represent  an  investment  in  the  fu- 
ture of  a  nonprofit  cultural  organization 
and  in  the  community  that  organization 
exists  to  serve. 


BUY  LOCAL! 
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Community  News 


SCHOOL  BUDGET  GETS  PRELIMINARY  OK 


At  its  meeting  on  February  17,  the 
School  Committee  of  the  Southern  Berk- 
shire Regional  School  District  gave  its 
preliminary  approval  of  the  district's  draft 
budget  for  fiscal  year  2006,  which  ends 
on  June  30,  2006.  The  reaction  to  the 
budget  was  generally  favorable,  although 
some  people  complained  that  it  short- 
changes the  schools. 

As  proposed,  the  operating  budget  is 
$10,821,215,  an  increase  of  3.3  percent 
over  last  year,  and  the  capital  budget  is 
$2,359,093,  an  increase  of  $70,000,  or 
3.0  percent.  Combined,  the  proposed 
total  budget  is  $13,180,308,  an  increase 
of  3.3  percent. 

The  draft  budget  had  been  presented 
to  each  of  the  Finance  Committees  of 
Sheffield,  New  Marlborough,  Monterey, 
Egremont  and  Alford — the  five  towns 
in  the  school  district — the  week  before. 
The  next  step  is  the  holding  of  a  public 
hearing  on  the  budget  on  March  3  at  Mt. 
Everett  at  7pm. 

Following  this  hearing,  the  School 
Committee  will  vote  on  whether  to  give 
its  final  approval,  which  requires  that  at 
least  7  of  the  10  members  vote  in  favor. 
Each  of  the  town  Finance  Committees 
will  then  decide  whether  to  recommend 
that  its  town's  voters  approve  the  draft  at 
its  Town  Meeting.  Sheffield's  meeting  will 
be  held  on  May  2.  All  towns  must  vote  in 
favor  for  the  budget  to  become  final. 

Staff  positions  cut 

To  keep  expenses  down,  the  SBRSD 
has  cut  one  retiring  teacher  and  four  non- 


teacher  staff  positions.  Superintendent 
Valerie  Spriggs  said  that  this  was  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  do,  particularly  after  the 
employee  reductions  of  two  years  ago. 
Those  reductions  stemmed  from  deep 
cuts  in  the  state's  contribution  to  the 
school  district. 

Two  positions  have  been  added.  The 
district  will  hire  a  full-time  psychologist, 
replacing  services  now  provided  by  a  con- 
tract consultant  and  a  computer  expert 
who  will  also  teach  part  time. 

The  draft  budget  assumes  that  the 
SBRSD  will  receive  $1.69  million,  the 
same  amount  as  the  current  budget. 
Statewide,  funds  for  public  schools  will 
be  increased  by  $77  million,  but  it  ap- 
pears that  virtually  all  of  the  increase  will 
go  to  "problem"  school  districts. 

The  budget  assumes  that  state  fund- 
ing for  transportation,  also  cut  sharply 
in  recent  years,  will  be  further  decreased 
by  6.25  percent  (about  $24,000)  to 
$358,627.  The  cuts  have  forced  the  can- 
cellation of  virtually  all  school  bus  service 
for  after-school  programs.  Many  students 
find  it  difficult  to  attend  such  programs 
without  this  service. 

In  the  draft  budget,  revenues  will  be 
supplemented  by  a  transfer  of  $350,000 
(75  percent  higher  than  last  year's  figure) 
from  the  SBRSD's "Excess  &  Deficiency" 
account.  This  "rainy  day"  reserve  account 
has  been  built  from  budget  surpluses  in 
prior  fiscal  years. 

Another  source  of  revenue,  so-called 
"school  choice"  funds,  is  expected  to 
contribute  $260,000,  up  $60,000,  or  30 


percent,  over  the  prior  year.  These  funds 
are  what  other  school  districts  pay  the 
SBRSD  for  educating  students  who  "opt 
in"  to  the  SBRSD's  schools  minus  what 
the  SBRSD  pays  to  other  districts  for 
educating  its  students  who  opt  out.  The 
favorable  balance  reflects  the  high  regard 
in  which  SBRSD  schools  are  held  by 
students  and  parents. 

Some  people  are  concerned  that  the 
$260,000  figure  is  too  optimistic  given 
that  many  students  opting  in  come  from 
Berkshire  Hills  Regional  School  Dis- 
trict in  Great  Barrington,  which  has  just 
opened  a  new  elementary  and  middle 
school  south  of  the  Monument  Mountain 
High  School.  Others  say  that  students 
choose  SBRSD  schools  because  of  the 
high  quality  of  the  educational  experience 
and  the  kind  and  caring  atmosphere  pro- 
vided by  its  staff  rather  than  its  physical 
facilities. 

At  this  stage  of  the  budget  approval 
process,  the  figures  used  to  prepare  the 
draft  budget  have  several  uncertainties. 
Among  the  most  important  unknowns 
are  the  amounts  of  state  aid  that  will 
come  to  the  school  system  and  the  cost 
of  employee  health  benefits.  Neither 
figure  will  be  known  until  sometime 
this  summer. 

The  towns'  share 

Under  the  proposed  budget,  the 
towns'  contributions  would  increase,  but 
not  as  much  as  the  overall  budget  increase 
of  3.3  percent.  The  draft  budget  antici- 
pates that  the  five  towns  will  be  assessed 


SHEFFIELD  WATER  CO.,  INC. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 
Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 

1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

PO  Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 


ALFORD  FARM  REALTY,  INC. 
248  East  Road,  Alford,  MA  01266 


Joel  Weiss 

Sales  Associate 

413-528-4204~Fax  413-528-5628 

Residence  4 13-229-8061 -Fax  413-229-8028 

Email  pw213@worldnet.att.net 
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$8.98  million  for  fiscal  year  2006,  an 
increase  of  2.9  percent  over  the  prior  year. 
The  operating  budget  contribution  would 
increase  to  $7.9  million  (a  2.4  percent 
rise)  and  the  capital  budget  contribution 
to  $1.0  million  (a  7.1  percent  rise). 

Sheffield's  share  of  the  total  assess- 
ment would  be  $4.65  million,  an  increase 
of  slightly  over  $117,000  or  2.6  percent, 
over  the  assessment  for  fiscal  year  2005, 
less  than  the  assessments  for  three  of 
the  four  other  towns.  Alford's  assess- 
ment would  increase  5.8  percent,  New 
Marlborough's  3.9  percent,  Monterey's 
3.1  percent  and  Egremont's  1.3  percent. 
Sheffield's  share  of  the  operating  budget 
assessment  will  be  $4.4  million,  with  a 
capital  budget  assessment  of  $288,470. 
The  operating  budget  assessment  is 
allocated  among  the  five  towns  on  the 
basis  of  a  formula  reflecting  shares  of  the 
district's  student  population,  while  the 
capital  budget  assessment  is  allocated 
based  on  the  relative  amounts  of  their 
"equalized"  assessed  valuations  of  their 
taxable  property. 

Several  people  involved  with  the 
budget  process  expressed  relief  at  the 


absence  of  the  rancor  and  squabbling 
that  pervaded  the  negotiations  in  re- 
cent years.  Faced  with  big  cost  increas- 
es and  sharp  cuts  in  state  funding,  the 
SBRSD  had  looked  to  the  towns  to 
increase  their  financial  contributions 
to  make  up  for  part  of  the  shortfall  at 
a  time  when  both  Sheffield  and  New 
Marlborough  were  feeling  financially 
pinched.  In  the  last  two  years,  the  dis- 


trict was  forced  to  make  painful  cuts  in 
staff  and  programs,  defer  maintenance 
and  make  other  savings.  Government 
officials  in  the  two  towns  felt  that  the 
increase  in  their  assessments  went  well 
beyond  what  they  could  afford  and 
threatened  their  ability  to  make  other 
important  expenditures.  Neither  side 
was  satisfied  with  the  result. 

— Peter  Rowntree 


VINTAGE  LINENS  TO  CLOSE  STORE 


Marion  Martin  is  closing  her  store,  which 
is  next  to  Silk's  Variety  on  Main  St.  in 
Sheffield,  at  the  end  of  March.  She  spe- 
cializes in  antique  linens,  glassware,  silver 
and  other  items — "anything  over  50  years 
old,"  she  says.  Martin  will  still  do  business 
by  appointment  and  will  continue  in  her 
business  of  clearing  out  estates.  She  can 
be  reached  at  229-3549. 

One  reason  for  closing  the  store,  she 
said,  was  the  lack  of  foot  traffic,  with  so 
few  shops  along  the  parking  lot  of  the 
green.  In  addition,  people  driving  by 
couldn't  see  the  shop  very  well,  she  said. 
"People  driving  from  the  north  see  the 


first  driveway  [into  the  parking  area]  as 
being  a  gas  station,  and  the  second  one 
says 'Do  not  enter.'  And  by  the  time  they 
reach  the  third  one,  they've  driven  by." 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  an  inexpensive 
way  to  reach  Sheffield  customers. 

Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  for 
information  on  how  to  advertise. 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  arc  local  businesses.  Let  them 
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Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  Beer  •  Wine  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
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Community  News 


NEWS  FROM  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

Latino  festival  and  studies.  Over  the  last  three  months,  stu- 
dents in  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  Schools  have  been 
steeped  in  Latin  Culture  through  artist  residencies  in  music, 
dance  and  visual  arts.  Funding  for  the  Latino  Festival  came  to 
SBRSD  through  a  generous  grant  from  the  Sellon  Foundation 
and  funds  from  the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's  Cre- 
ative Schools  Program.  On  Feb.  18,  students  from  grades  2-12 
attended  the  Latino  Festival  that  was  the  culmination  of  this 
work.  During  their  lunches  they  were  treated  to  tastes  of  South 
American  foods  prepared  by  the  Culinary  Arts  students  and 
in  the  afternoon  they  saw  performances  by  their  peers  and  the 
professional  dancers  and  musicians  in  residence. 

Foreign  language  teacher  leader  Christine  Martin  and  Mt. 
Everett  Spanish  teacher  Christina  Wainright  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  time  planning  the  appropriate  experiences  to  prepare 
their  Spanish  students  from  grades  2-12  for  the  big  event.  Jane 
Burke,  Creative  Schools  Coordinator,  assisted  them  in  bringing 
in  artists  to  assist  in  the  preparations  for  the  Festival.  Starting 
in  October,  Christina  formed  an  after-school  Latin  dance  group 
with  enthusiastic  students  from  grades  3-10.  They  prepared  two 
dances  to  perform  in  the  festival,  including  the  merangue. 
During  January  and  February  artist  Susie  Hardcastle  worked 
with  Christine  Martin's  third  and  fourth  grade  Spanish  classes 
helping  the  students  make  masks  inspired  by  Puerto  Rican 
traditional  celebrations.  Susie  continues  her  residency  through 
the  spring  helping  high  school  students  paint  a  mural  in  the  style 
of  Diego  Rivera. 

Jim  and  Teri  Weber,  of  the  Sambadees,  taught  workshops 
in  Brazilian  percussion  rhythms  to  students  in  grades  5  and  6. 
They  were  able  to  play  a  samba  rhythm  in  the  festival.  Argentine 
tango  dancer  Dario  Da  Silva  worked  with  Christina's  advanced 
Mt.  Everett  students,who  learned  the  tango  and  danced  it  at  the 
festival.  Dario  and  his  partner  also  performed  the  tango  with  all 
of  its  subtle  steps. 

The  rich  performances  also  included  songs  and  dances  by 
second,  third  and  fourth  graders  led  by  music  teacher  Anson 
Olds.  The  festival  was  a  unique  opportunity  for  students  from 
Undermountain  and  Mt.  Everett  to  experience  the  richness  of 


Latin  culture  and  share  in  each  other's  work.  The  audience's 
response  was  so  positive,  we  know  that  this  will  become  an 
annual  event. 

Robotics.  Nine  fourth  graders  comprise  the  Flying 
Clouders  LEGO  robotics  team,  which  is  now  preparing  for  a 
county-wide  competition  in  early  March.  They  are  building  ro- 
bots that  will  assist  the  handicapped  in  everyday  tasks.  Among 
the  youngest  teams  in  the  Berkshires,  the  group  is  coached 
by  two  seniors,  Lindy  Marcel  and  Jenna  Catsos,  who  are  part 
of  the  Flying  Cloud  Institute's  Young  Women  in  Science 
Program.  Funding  comes  from  grants  to  the  Institute  for  the 
STOMP  engineering  program.  — Jane  Burke 

NEW  CALLERY  FEATURES 
SHEFFIELD  ARTISTS 

The  Oxbow  Gallery,  a  new  gallery  featuring  artists  from  Shef- 
field and  elsewhere  in  the  region,  opened  at  the  end  of  Febru- 
ary. The  gallery,  adjoining  the  Godwin  &  Lundquist  Fine  Art 
Gallery,  is  located  in  White  House  Square,  329C  Stockbridge 
Road,  Great  Barrington,  the  shopping  complex  across  from  the 
Kmart  center  on  Route  7.  The  gallery  is  named  for  the  bend  in 
the  Housatonic  River  visible  from  the  back  of  the  building. 

Works  shown  there  include  oil  paintings  by  Patricia  Ryan 
and  Marjorie  Stoll;  watercolors  by  Beverly  Bourassa,  Margue- 
rite Bride,  Keith  and  Mary  Davidson,  Lynn  Curtis,  Josie  Jans- 
sen,  and  Andrea  Scott;  and  pastels  by  David  McCandless  and 
June  Parker.  Joe  Baker,  Nancy  Goldberger,  Marion  Grant,  Pat 
Hogan,  Ellen  Murtagh,  and  Lois  Van  Cleef  will  show  works  in 
multiple  media. 

Godwin  &  Lundquist  Fine  Art  opened  last  November 
and  features  the  works  of  Sue  Godwin  and  John  Lundquist, 
along  with  works  of  their  teachers,  mentors  and  friends. 
Winter  hours  for  the  galleries  are  Thurs.  through  Sun.,  l-5pm, 
with  the  galleries  being  open  till  7  on  Saturdays. 

An  inaugural  reception  is  planned  for  April.  For  more 
information,  call  413-528-3884. 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

Greenwoods  Community  Church 
A  new  name.  Grace  Bible  Church  has 
changed  its  name  to  Greenwoods  Com- 
munity Church.  It's  the  same  church, 
same  people,  and  same  commitment,  but 
a  new  name. 

Community  campaign  announced. 
"Forty  Days  of  Community  Campaign" 
will  begin  with  a  kickoff  supper  and  si- 
mulcast featuring  Rick  Warren,  author  of 
the  best  selling  book  The  Purpose  Driven 
Life,  on  Sat,  April  9  at  6pm.  The  cam- 
paign will  run  through  May  22. 

Christ  Church 

Lent  services.  Two  special  programs  are 
being  offered  at  Christ  Church  during 
the  season  of  Lent.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ings, from  9:15-9:45  (between  the  two 
worship  services),  the  Rev.  Annie  Ryder  is 
teaching  a  class  called  "Speaking  Episco- 
.  palian,"  explaining  different  aspects  of  the 
denomination  including  church  history, 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  Holy 
Scripture.  All  interested  people  are  most 
welcome.  On  Wednesday  evenings  at 
7pm,  the  Bible  study  group  is  listening 
to  and  learning  from  Handel's  Messiah, 
focusing  on  the  scripture  that  is  featured 
in  this  beautiful  work.  The  class  is  led  by 
John  Arthur  and  Trudy  Miller.  Again,  all 
are  welcome.  Call  the  church  at  229-8811 
for  more  information. 

Holy  Week  Schedule:  March  20, 
Palm  Sunday  Blessing  of  the  Palms  and 
Procession  at  8  and  10am;  March  24, 
Maundy  Thursday  at  5:30pm;  March 
25,  Good  Friday  Stations  of  the  Cross 
and  Procession  beginning  at  Old  Parish 
Church  at  12  noon  and  processing  to 
i  Christ  Church  and  Our  Lady  of  the  Val- 
ley; March  27,  Easter  Day,  6:30am  Easter 
Sunrise  Service,  8am  Easter  Worship 
withe  Holy  Eucharist  and  10am  Festive 
Choral  Eucharist. 


CHURCHES  &  SERVICES 


ASHLEYFALLS 


HELP  TOWN  HISTORY! 

The  Historical  Commission  is  looking 
for  volunteers  to  help  update  &  com- 
puterize its  historic  building  survey. 
The  last  survey  included  buildings 
dated  1 850  and  earlier.  Now,  buildings 
from  1900  and  earlier  will  be  included. 
Contact  the  Commission  Care  of 
Town  Hall,  21  Depot  Square, 
Sheffield,  MA  01 257. 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-aduit);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 

provided;  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 


GREAT BARRINGTON 


Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)528-4197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 

weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

St.  James  352  Main  Street 

(413)528-1330.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  George  E.  Mayer 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  Street  (413)  528-4850: 
home  (413)  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Rte  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229-0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am 
Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm  Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L.V.  Moms. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173  Sunday:  10am  Worship;  Sunday  School,  10am;  Rev.  Clare 
Overlander,  Pastor; 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028;  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am.  9am 
Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  Street.  www.sheffieldchaoel.orQ  .  (413)528-2911  Sunday:  8am  & 

10:45am  Morning  Worship;  9:30am  Sunday  school  for  all  ages;  Tuesdays:  7pm  Group  Prayer 

Time;  Thursdays:  Grief  Share  and  Support  Group  Seminar,  7am.  Pastor  Chet  Howes 
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Library  News 


TAKE  A  BEETHOVEN  COURSE  IN  YOUR  BATHTUB! 


Sheffield  residents  now  have  easy,  free 
access  to  college-level  courses  in  a  variety 
of  subjects,  which  they  can  take  in  the 
comfort  of  their  homes  or  automobiles, 
or  anywhere  else  they  can  use  a  tape,  CD 
or  DVD  player. 

The  courses  are  those  of  the  Teach- 
ing Company,  which  has  been  offering 
its  critically  acclaimed  "Great  Courses" 
lectures  by  some  of  the  country's  leading 
university  professors  for  over  a  decade. 
The  courses,  which  come  as  audio  tapes, 
CDs  and  DVDs,  cost  $50  to  $300  or 
more  per  course.  The  box  below  is  a  sam- 
pling of  what  they  cover. 

The  Sheffield  Library  recently 
purchased  a  number  of  the  Teaching 
Company's  offerings,  though  it  does  not 
have  enough  funds  or  shelf  space  to  pur- 
chase and  maintain  a  large  inventory.  (If 
you  have  a  used  course  on  your  bookshelf, 
you  might  consider  donating  it  to  the 


Library — it's  tax-deductible.) 

But  thanks  to  the  CW/MARS  in- 
terlibrary  loan  network  (see  the  January/ 
February  issue  of  The  Sheffield  Times), 
Sheffield  residents  have  access  to  all  the 
courses  owned  by  public  libraries  in 
central  and  western  Massachusetts — as 
many  as  100  of  the  some  150  courses  of- 
fered by  the  company.  When  the  network 
is  fully  integrated  with  that  covering  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state,  even  more  will 
be  available. 

Courses  are  divided  into  30-  or 
45-minute  lectures,  typically  grouped 
into  units  of  eight  lectures.  Some  courses 
are  only  a  few  lectures  long,  but  many 
comprise  24  to  48  separate  sessions.  The 
tapes,  CDs  or  DVDs  come  with  printed 
course  guides  and  other  study  materials 
(maps,  glossaries  and  bibliographies). 

Each  eight-lecture  unit  can  be  bor- 
rowed separately,  usually  for  only  two 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

(JUST  OFF  ROUTE  7  IN  SHEFFIELD)  4  I  3-229-7004 


HOURS 


Tuesday-Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 


10-5 

10-8 

10-5 

2-5 

Closed 


weeks  and  sometimes  only  for  one.  Some 
libraries  allow  patrons  to  renew  borrowed 
materials  only  if  the  items  are  physically 
presented  to  the  library;  others  don't 
allow  any  renewals  of  tapes,  CDs  and 
DVDs. 

The  Teaching  Company  prides  itself 
in  selecting  only  top-ranked  lectur- 
ers. Many  are  not  only  among  the  most 
knowledgeable  in  their  fields  but  charis- 
matic speakers  as  well — some  might  be 
better  described  as  great  entertainers — 
who  can  make  what  might  at  first  seem  a 
tedious  subject  come  to  life. 

Perhaps  best  of  all — there  are  no 
final  exams!  — Peter  Rowntree 


SOME  TEACHING  COMPANY  OFFERINGS 


Literature  and  English  Language 

Homer's  Iliad  and  Odyssey 

Classical  Mythology 

The  History  of  the  English  Language 

Dante's  Divine  Comedy 

Shakespeare:  Comedies,  Histories  and  Tragedies 

Classics  of  American  Literature 

Philosophy  and  History 

Great  Minds  of  the  Western  Intellectual  Tradition 

The  Enlightenment 

No  Excuses:  Existentialism  and  the  Meaning  of  Life 

Great  Presidents 

The  United  States  and  the  Middle  East:  1914  to  9/1 

The  History  of  the  Supreme  Court 

Alexander  the  Great  and  the  Hellenistic  Age 

Religion 

Luther:  Gospel*  Law  and  Reformation 

Great  Figures  of  the  Old  Testament 

Philosophy  of  Religion 

Buddhism 

Science,  Math  and  Economics 

What's  New  in  Astronomy 

Physics  in  Your  Life 

Change  and  Motion:  Calculus  Made  Clear 

Economics 

Art  and  Music 

Great  Artists  of  the  Renaissance 

From  Monet  to  Van  Gogh 

How  to  listen  to  and  Understand  Opera 

Concert  Masterworks 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Rita  A.  Backhaus,  CBR 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  are  a  full  service  agency. 

Let  us  represent  you  in  your  next 

sale,  purchase,  or  rental! 

Experience  the  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 

www.berkshireestatesrealty.com 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
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By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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ORDERING  A  COURSE  THROUGH  THE  LIBRARY 


To  find  out  what  courses  are  offered 
by  the  Teaching  Company,  you  can 
read  through  the  company's  printed 
catalogue  at  the  Sheffield  Library. 
Or  you  can  view  the  catalogue  on- 
line at  the  company's  website  (www. 
TEACHI2.com). 

To  find  out  if  a  particular  course 
is  available  through  CW7MARS,  go  to 
the  CW/MARS  website  (www. 
cwmars.org). You  will  need  your  Shef- 


field library  card  number.  Search  both 
the  CW/MARS  western  and  central  re- 
gion catalogues.  Click  on  "AUTHOR" 
and  insert  "teaching  company"  to  bring 
up  the  list  of  available  courses.  Or  you 
can  ask  a  Sheffield  Library  staff  person 
to  do  the  search. 

You  can  ask  a  staff  person  to  or- 
der a  course  for  you  or  do  it  online 
at  the  CW/MARS  website. You'll  need 
not  only  your  Sheffield  Library  card 


number  but  also  your  Sheffield  Li- 
brary PIN.  Find  out  which  member 
library  has  the  course  (again,  click 
on  "AUTHOR"  and  insert  "teaching 
company"). 

To  request  a  library  to  deliver 
it  to  the  Sheffield  Library  for  you  to 
pick  up,  you  usually  must  phone.  (A 
few  libraries  allow  you  to  do  this  on- 
line.) The  Sheffield  Library  will  notify 
you  when  it  receives  the  course. 


LIBRARY  NOTES 

New  foreign  language  movie  collection.  Library  Director 
Nancy  Hahn  is  pleased  to  announce  that  the  Library  has 
expanded  its  foreign  language  movie  collection.  It  now  con- 
sists of  almost  50  titles  (videos  and  DVDs),  all  with  English 
subtitles.  They  include  the  French  Belle  dujour  (fantastique!), 
the  Mexican  Frida  (excellente!),  the  Russian  Burnt  by  the  Sun, 
the  Chinese  Red  Firecracker  Green  Firecracker,  the  Spanish  Y 
tu  Mama  Tambien  and  the  Argentine  Funny,  Dirty  Little  War. 
Many  if  not  all  have  received  international  film  festival  or 
similar  awards. 

New  Sunday  library  hours  are  a  success.  After  a  slow  start 
last  fall,  more  people  are  visiting  the  Library  on  Sunday  after- 
noons. Rough  counts  indicate  that  about  18  to  20  patrons  showed 
up  on  a  typical  Sunday  in  January  and  the  first  half  of  February. 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


Donation  by  Berkshire  Bank.  The  Friends  of  the  Library 
recently  received  a  donation  of  $2,500  from  The  Berkshire 
Bank.  This  payment  is  the  eighth  annual  installment  of  a  10- 
year  pledge  by  the  bank  totaling  $25,000.  The  Friends  and  the 
Library  are  delighted  with  this  show  of  support. 

Summer  reading  camp.  This  summer  the  Library  will  of- 
fer a  summer  reading  camp  to  children  ages  6-10.  Camp  will 
be  held  at  the  library  from  Mon.,  June  27  through  Fri.,July 
1,  from  9am- 12pm  daily.  A  followup  story  hour  will  be  held 
every  Wednesday  through  July  from  10- 11am.  Activities  at  the 
camp  will  include  arts  and  crafts,  reading  gardening  outdoor 
sports  and  snack.  Enrollment  is  free.  Older  children  are  invited 
to  apply  as  junior  counselors.  Call  June  Wolfe  at  the  library  at 
229-7004  for  more  information.  — Peter  Rowntree 


STAVELEIGH 
H0U8E 

Bod  ^  Braaic&wl 


"The  hospitality  at 

Staveleigh  House  is  deeper 

and  more  thoughtful  than 

you  will  find  elsewhere. " 

-House  £  Gardens 


59  Main  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-2129         www.staveleigh.com 
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Televised  Board  of  Selectman's  meetings  can  also  be 

seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  1 6.  Check  schedule  for 

times.  Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  FROM  THE  MEETING  MINUTES 


12/6/04 — The  Board  unanimously 
decided  not  to  exercise  the  Town's  right 
of  first  refusal  for  a  parcel  of  61B  land 
at  158  Rannapo  Road  after  hearing 
from  Attorney  Louis  J.  Oggiani  that  the 
land  in  question  is  a  narrow  strip  being 
exchanged  between  neighbors. 

The  Board  unanimously  appointed 
Jeff  Waingrow  to  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission. 

The  Selectmen  agreed  to  send  letters 
of  support  and  interest  "in  principle"  to 
the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Com- 
mission in  connection  with  a  proposed 
Affordable  Housing  Demonstration 
Project  on  the  understanding  that  the 
Town  would  not  make  a  commitment 
until  further  details  are  provided. 

A  letter  of  complaint  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kotur  regarding  sediment  along 
Hillside  Lane  was  discussed.  Town 
Administrator  Bob  Weitz  had  visited  the 
site  and  did  not  find  a  serious  problem. 
The  Board  decided  to  again  request  the 
owners  of  88  Hillside  Lane  to  provide  an 
engineered  sediment  control  plan  for  the 
property. 

The  Board  talked  about  the  use  of 
salt  for  de-icing  roads  and  asked  Weitz 
to  discuss  with  the  Highway  Superin- 
tendent an  experiment  with  a  new  type 
of  material  that  is  supposed  to  be  less 
expensive  and  better  for  the  environment. 

The  Board  reviewed  and  approved 
changes  in  Section  2  of  the  Town's 
Personnel  Policy  proposed  by  Labor  and 
Employment  Counsel.  It  went  into  execu- 
tive session  to  discuss  personnel  contract 
negotiations. 

12/9/04 — The  Board  and  members  of 
the  Industrial  Development  Commission 
met  with  Maggie  Brigham  of  Four  Cor- 
ners Realty  and  Les  Flemming  of  Euro 
Precision  Co.  to  discuss  their  plans  for 
the  Business  Park.  (See  story  on  page  1.) 

Staffing  and  organizational  issues 
relating  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  were 
also  discussed. 

12/16/04 — The  Board  and  members  of 
the  Industrial  Development  Commis- 
sion met  with  representatives  of  Dedotec 


USA,  Inc.,  and  City  Moves  to  discuss 
their  plans  for  the  Business  Park. 

12/20/04— Chief  of  Police  McGarry 
presented  the  Officer  of  the  Year  Award 
to  Officer  Robert  Ullrich  [see  the  Janu- 
ary/February issue]. 

The  Board  tabled  a  request  from 
Edmund  Grossman  and  Arlene  Petroff 
Grossman  for  a  curb  cut  permit  on  Bow 
Wow  Rd. 

John  Wightman,  president  of  the 
Sheffield  Land  Trust,  updated  the  Board 
on  the  proposed  conservation  restriction 
for  a  57-acre  property  on  Bow  Wow  Rd. 
previously  discussed  with  the  Board  on 
Nov.  22.  He  presented  copies  of  the  re- 
striction and  a  new  plan  for  the  property. 
Selectman  Janet  Stanton  asked  what  dif- 
ference the  Board's  approval/disapproval 
would  make.  Mr.  Wightman  responded 
that  if  the  approval  was  not  given  the 
property  could  be  developed  in  any  way 
a  developer  wanted.  The  Board  decided 
to  review  the  matter  further  with  Kathy 
Orlando,  SLT's  executive  director  of  land 
protection,  at  the  next  regular  meeting. 
A  proposed  renewal  of  the  Springfield 
Materials  Recycling  Facility  Contract  was 
approved. 

Selectman  David  Macy  reminded 
everyone  that  there  was  no  parking  on 
the  streets  at  night  and  that  violators 
would  be  towed.  Administrator  Weitz 
announced  that  the  transfer  station 
would  be  closed  on  Christmas  Day  and 
New  Years  Day.  Selectman  Janet  Stan- 
ton said  that  there  had  been  19  con- 
firmed cases  of  Lyme  disease  reported  in 
Sheffield  since  July. 

The  Board  went  into  executive  ses- 
sion to  discuss  contract  negotiations. 
When  the  regular  meeting  was  resumed 
the  Board  voted  to  approve  the  renewal 
of  the  Town  Administrator's  contract  for 
a  period  of  three  years. 

Chairman  Richard  Kirchner  asked 
whether  anyone  had  been  contracted  to 
plow  the  sidewalks.  He  suggested  that 
they  could  be  cleared  with  a  snowblower 
rather  than  plowed  and  that  the  Admin- 
istrator should  contact  Frank  Higgins  to 
see  if  he  had  an  interest. 


12/27/04 — After  a  brief  presentation  by 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  relating  to  the 
proposed  Bow  Wow  Rd.  conservation 
restriction,  the  Board  decided  to  table  the 
matter  until  all  Board  members  could  be 
present. 

The  request  by  the  Grossmans  for  a 
curb  cut  permit  on  Bow  Wow  Rd.  was 
discussed.  It  was  decided  to  check  with 
the  Highway  Superintendent  and  the 
Chief  of  Police  regarding  the  driveway's 
placement. 

1/3/05 — The  Grossmans'  request  for 
a  curb  cut  permit  on  Bow  Wow  Road 
was  approved  subject  to  Chief  James 
McGarry's  approval. 

The  Board  approved  changes  to  Sec- 
tion 3  of  the  Town's  Personnel  Policy. 
Kathy  Orlando  updated  the  Board  on  the 
proposed  Bow  Wow  Rd.  conservation 
restriction  and  said  that  because  of  the 
Board's  concerns  regarding  the  driveway 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  had  decided  to 
exclude  it  from  the  restriction.  She  said 
that  she  anticipated  that  it  would  take  a 
couple  of  months  to  do  the  design  and 
surveying  work.  When  that  is  completed, 
revised  documents  would  be  presented  to 
the  Board  for  its  review. 

The  Board  decided  to  pay  transfer 
station  employees  for  Christmas  Day  and 
New  Year's  Day,  which  fall  on  Saturday 
this  year,  even  though  the  station  was 
closed  on  those  days  and  noted  this  was 
not  to  be  regarded  as  a  precedent.  The 
overabundance  of  cans  and  bottles  at 
the  station  and  the  use  of  the  station  by 
vehicles  without  stickers  was  discussed. 

The  Board  discussed  Selectman 
Stanton's  suggestion  that  a  stop  sign  be 
installed  at  the  end  of  Kellogg  Rd.,  af- 
ter which  it  was  decided  to  remove  the 
yield  sign  on  Boardman  St.  at  the  same 
corner  to  see  if  that  would  alleviate  the 
confusion. 

Selectman  Macy  reported  that  a 
number  of  citizens  had  complained  about 
programs  on  Channels  10  and  13  cutting 
in  and  out  and  that  he  had  called  the 
Adelphia  office  in  Lee  but  was  not  satis- 
fied with  their  response.  He  suggested 
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that  the  Board  send  a  letter  to  the  head 
office.  Administrator  Weitz  will  write 
such  a  letter. 

Weitz  said  that  there  had  been  some 
vandalism  at  the  Highway  Dept.  garage 
and  that  some  type  of  enclosure  should 
be  consided.  Selectman  Macy  suggested 
that  money  be  included  in  this  year's 
budget  for  a  chain  link  fence. 

1/24/05 — A  one-day  alcohol  bever- 
age license  was  granted  to  the  Berkshire 
Children's  Chorus  for  an  event  at  Berk- 
shire School  on  Feb.  5. 

Rene  Wood,  Planning  Board  Chair- 
man reported  to  the  Board  that  the 
Smart  Growth  Technical  Assistance 
Grant  was  awarded  to  the  Town  of 
Sheffield  in  the  amount  of  $25,000.  She 
thanked  the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning 
Commission  for  their  assistance  in  ob- 
taining the  grant.  Wood  said  that  regular 
reports  would  be  made  to  the  Board  to 
keep  them  informed.  Selectman  Stanton 
suggested  that  these  reports  be  given  at 
a  televised  meeting  of  the  Board  so  that 
residents  could  be  kept  informed  as  well. 
[See  the  related  item  on  page  16.] 

Vito  Valentini  requested  the  Board 
to  explore  the  idea  of  creating  a  Town 


website,  saying  that  this  would  enhance 
the  Town's  economy.  After  discussion, 
Selectman  Macy  suggested  that  the  Town 
Administrator  continue  the  investigation 
on  this  matter  begun  last  year. 

Valentini  also  asked  if  there  was  any 
possibility  that  the  Town  would  allow 
people  to  again  back  up  to  the  transfer  fa- 
cility bins  to  dispose  of  garbage.  Admin- 
strator  Weitz  said  that  because  of  liability 
and  traffic  flow  issues  this  would  not  be 
allowed  at  this  time. 

The  Board  approved  the  Town's 
continuing  with  the  Southern  Berkshire 
County  Regional  Household  Waste 
Collection  Program  and  send  a  letter  of 


intent  to  that  effect. 

The  Board  accepted  changes  to  Sec- 
tion 4  of  the  Personnel  Policy. 
A  suggestion  that  Chief  McGarry  be 
asked  to  look  into  a  situation  involv- 
ing a  pile  of  snow  obstructing  visibility 
of  traffic  exiting  from  Miller  Ave.  onto 
Route  7  was  approved.  Selectman  Macy 
reminded  everyone  that  it  is  against  the 
law  to  plough  snow  onto  a  town  or  state 
highway. 

1/31/05 — The  Board  met  with  officers 
of  the  Sheffield  Fire  Department  to  dis- 
cuss building  expansion  plans  and  future 
truck  purchases.  [See  story,  page  17.] 


HELP  PUT  SHEFFIELD  ON  THE  INTERNET 


Several  organizations  in  town,  includ- 
ing the  town  government,  the  Bush- 
nell-Sage  Library,  and  the  Sheffield 
Association  are  interested  in  creating 
websites.  Benefits  of  this  endeavor 
would  include  things  like  easy  access 
to  town  regulation  and  forms,  access 
for  patrons  to  the  Library's  catalogue, 
enhancement  of  Sheffield's  appeal  as 
a  tourist  destination,  and  an  online 
Sheffield  community  calendar  so  that 


we  can  all  get  a  better  idea  of  what's 
going  on  in  town  and  avoid  scheduling 
conflicts. 

Help  your  town  claim  its  Inter- 
net identity!  Volunteers,  both  expert 
HTML  coders  and  non-expert  but 
eager  and  interested  amateurs,  who 
are  willing  to  assist  this  effort  are 
urged  to  let  the  Sheffield  Association 
know  by  e-mailing  the  Sheffield  Times  at 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of 
Sheffield  knows  as  "The  Plain,"  is  a 
lovely  two-and-a-half-story  Early  Greek 
Revival  with  five  hay  front  and  eyebrow 
windows  set  into  a  deep  cornice  under 
a  hip  roof.  Heavy  corner  pilasters  and  a 
south  funeral  door  are  distinct  features 
of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  resi- 
dence in  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.  Jones. 

PO  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
(413)  229-2077  Fax  (413)  229-3100 
Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRA,  CRS 


PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  «« 

www.precision-auto.com 

Collision  Damage  Specialists 


Quality  Auto  Repair  Since  1978 

Services  Include: 

o  Lifetime  Collision  Repair  &  PPG 
Paint  Guarantees 

o  All  Makes  &  Models  Including  BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz.  Acura,  Nissan  etc. 

0  Computerized  Laser  Frame  and 
Unibody  Measuring  Systems 

c  Member  Better  Business  Bureau     v\ 

BBB 


oFree  Pickup  and  Delivery 


r 


413-528-1457  •   1-800-734-1457 


■»•»• 


MASS  LICENSED  REPAIR  SHOP  f RS1006  •  BONDEO  IN  MASS 

S.  of  Gt.  Harrington  On  Rl  7  - 1939  No.  Main  St  Sheffield 
FAX  413-528-0186 
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PLANNING  BOARD 

During  January  and  February,  the  Plan- 
ning Board  has  been  active  in  several 
areas.  At  its  regular  board  meetings,  it 
endorsed  one  Form  A  (Approval  Not 
Required  for  land  division)  on  Salisbury 
Rd.  Another  Form  A  for  Hulett  Hill  Es- 
tates, which  would  create  13  new  lots  on 
Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  was  denied  endorsement 
because  the  board  found  "vital  access"  was 
not  present  to  all  lots.  When  a  Form  A  is 
not  endorsed,  it  requires  approval  under 
the  Subdivision  Control  Law. 

We  are  waiting  for  Nextel  to  provide 
documentation  required  before  approval 
can  be  given  for  them  to  begin  cell  service. 
Special  permit  hearings.  On  Jan  18,  the 
board  heard  the  application  of  John  F. 
Graney  of  John  F.  Graney  Metal  Design, 
1920  Main  St.,  to  add  a  1,780  square  foot 
addition  and  other  modifications  to  his 
blacksmithing  business.  The  application 
was  approved  on  Feb.l  and,  barring  an 
appeal,  will  be  granted  about  Feb.  24. 
The  hearing  of  the  application  of  Karen 
and  Paul  Tepper  for  proposed  use  of 
offices,  warehousing,  light  manufactur- 
ing and  conducting  a  wholesale  business 
in  Lot  1  of  the  Sheffield  Business  Park 
on  East  Stahl  Rd.,  was  set  for  March  1. 
Hearing  notices  for  additional  applica- 
tions related  to  the  Sheffield  Business 


^^^^^^^^^^ 


SIGNAGE  PACKET  NOW  AVAILABLE 


The  Planning  Board  and  the  Building  In- 
spector have  recently  completed  work 
on  a  Signage  Packet,  now  available  in 
the  Town  Clerk's  office.The  packet  was 
done  to  help  businesses,  organizations 
and  homeowners  understand  town  sig- 
nage regulations.  Oversized  and  other 
illegal  signs  not  only  make  extra  work 
for  the  Building  Inspector  and  negative- 
ly impact  the  visual  quality  of  our  town, 
but  they  may  end  up  costing  the  owner 
additional  money  or  extra  paperwork. 
Signs  in  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls 
are  regulated  by  Articles  2.24  and  1 1  of 
the  Zoning  By-Laws.  In  addition  if  the 
sign  is  in  the  Ashley  Falls  Historic  Dis- 
trict, it  is  also  subject  to  regulation  by 
the  Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Com- 


mission. The  Town  has  an  "application 
for  sign  permit,"  which  requires  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Building  Inspector  prior  to 
any  sign  being  erected.  The  by-laws  also 
define  which  signs  are  excluded  from 
regulation  and  which  signs  permitted  in 
all  districts,  as  well  as  those  related  to 
commercial  activities. 

The  packet  contains  a  cover  letter 
explaining  how  to  determine  what  size 
and  type  of  sign  is  allowed  in  your  dis- 
trict and  purpose  and  provides  examples 
of  how  to  correctly  measure  a  sign;  Ar- 
ticles 2.24  and  1 1 ;  and  a  sign  permit  ap- 
plication. Information  regarding  filing  a 
Special  Permit  application,  required  for  a 
greater  number  of  signs  or  a  larger  sign 
than  the  by-laws  allow,  is  also  included. 

— Rene  Wood 
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Park  are  anticipated.  Notices  will  be  in 
the  paper  and  posted  at  Town  Hall.  [See 
story  on  page  1.] 

Master  Plan.  The  board  continues 
to  hold  meetings  to  review  and  clarify 
the  draft  Master  Plan.  In  these  special 
meetings  the  board  has  been  reviewing 
every  word  of  the  draft  summary.  Meet- 
ings are  scheduled  for  March  3,  8,  10, 16, 
17,  22  and  24  (7pm  in  the  1st  floor  small 
meeting  room,  Town  Hall).  Additional 
meetings  will  be  scheduled  in  April  if  the 
review  has  not  been  completed. 

Smart  Growth  Technical  Assis- 
tance Grant  awarded.  Right  after  the  last 
issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times  was  pub- 
lished, the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning 
Commission  and  the  Town  of  Sheffield 
were  awarded  a  $25,000  grant.  The  grant 
requires  matching  funds  of  $7,500,  which 
will  be  paid  out  of  money  left  from  the 
Master  Plan  process. 

The  $32,500  will  support  work  on 
three  tasks:  1)  diagnostic  review  of  exist- 
ing Sheffield  zoning  and  town  by-laws;  2) 
identification  of  changes  to  make  zoning 
consistent  with  the  Sheffield  Town  Mas- 
ter Plan;  and  3)  preparation  of  a  Right 
To  Farm  by-law.  The  Planning  Board  is 
working  with  the  regional  planning  group 
on  tasks  one  and  two;  task  three  concerns 
a  general  town  by-law,  not  zoning,  so  it 
comes  under  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Each  task  was  a  recommendation  in  the 
draft  Master  Plan. 


Mark  Bobrowski,  a  Massachusetts 
attorney  highly  respected  for  his  work  on 
town  by-laws,  was  retained  for  the  zoning 
by-law  review.  He  gave  his  initial  report 
to  attending  members  of  the  Planning 
Board,  Board  of  Selectmen,  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  and  others  on  Feb. 
22,  in  which  he  discussed  how  current 
zoning  by-laws  could  be  more  effectively 
organized  as  well  as  specific  articles/sec- 
tions that  are  contradictory  or  not  cur- 
rent with  existing  laws.  While  no  dates 
have  been  set,  additional  meetings  will  be 
held  over  the  next  few  months  and  will  be 
posted  in  Town  Hall. 

BRPC,  a  state-mandated  and  -fund- 
ed planning  group  for  Berkshire  County, 
has  been  retained  to  work  on  Task  2; 
meetings  will  be  scheduled  shortly.  Watch 
the  bulletin  board  in  Town  Hall  for 
meeting  dates.  Meetings  have  started  to 
discuss  placing  the  Right  to  Farm  by-law 
on  the  warrant  for  consideration  at  the 
Town  Meeting  in  May.  See  page  3. 
Secretary  wanted.  We  are  still  looking 
to  fill  this  part-time,  paid  position.  If 
you're  interested,  contact  Rene  Wood, 
229-2875. 

Upcoming  meetings.  Regular  meet- 
ings: March  1  and  15;  April  5  and  19, 
7pm,  1st  floor  Small  Meeting  Room, 
Town  Hall.  Other  meetings  are  sched- 
uled as  needed;  times  and  dates  are 
posted  on  the  Town  Hall  bulletin  board. 

— Rene  Wood 
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SHEFFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  EXPANSION  PROJECT 


As  reported  in  the  Berkshire  Eagle,  Sheffield  Fire  Chief  Rick 
Boardman  and  other  firefighters  presented  preliminary  plans  for 
an  expansion  of  the  firehouse  to  the  Selectman  on  Jan.  31.  The 
firefighters  said  the  Sheffield  Volunteer  Hose  Company  would 
attempt  to  fund  the  $300,000  project,  which  would  more  than 
double  the  size  of  the  existing  building,  through  fund-raising 
in  the  community.  The  firehouse  is  privately  owned  by  the  hose 
company,  with  volunteers  serving  as  firefighters  and  the  Town 
paying  for  equipment,  fuel  and  other  operating  expenses.  The 
1948  building  has  been  renovated  twice  before,  both  times  with 
money  raised  privately. 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

New  treatment  for  icy  roads.  A  number  of  residents  ex- 
pressed their  concern  in  mid-February  about  what  appeared  to 
be  paving  on  small  stretches  of  dirt  roads  in  Sheffield. 

Not  to  worry!  Town  Administrator  Bob  Weitz  says  that 
the  town  is  experimenting  with  a  new  product — Clearlane 
pre-treated  salt — to  de-ice  roads  during  the  winter  months. 
The  product,  a  mixture  of  molasses  (yes,  really  molasses)  and 
magnesium  chloride,  lowers  the  freezing  point  of  road  surfaces. 
It  is  said  to  make  the  salt  less  corrosive  and  the  de-icing  effect 
last  longer,  which  means  that  fewer  applications  are  required. 
That  would  make  the  new  product  more  environmentally 
benign  than  regular  salt. 

While  the  product  costs  more  than  untreated  salt  or  sand, 
its  use  could  result  in  cost  savings  for  the  town  because  less 
labor,  salt  and  fuel  are  required  to  keep  roads  ice-free. 
The  confusion  on  the  part  of  the  concerned  residents  is  un- 
derstandable. A  dirt  road  treated  with  the  new  product  looks 
rather  like  it  has  been  incompletely  paved  with  asphalt.  The 
treated  roads  should  revert  to  their  original  appearance  come 
spring.  — Peter  Rowntree 

TOWN  CLERK 

Voter  registration.  The  deadline  for  registering  to  vote  for 
the  annual  Town  Meeting  and  Town  election  will  be  Tuesday, 
April  12.  You  can  register  weekdays  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office, 
9am-4pm.  The  Board  of  Registrar  will  also  be  available  until 
8pm  that  evening  in  Town  Hall. 

Nomination  papers.  Nomination  papers  for  town  of- 
fices are  available  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office.  They  are  due  by 
March  21. 

Dog  licenses.  Licenses  for  2005  will  be  available  begin- 
ning on  Mon.,  March  14.  Owners  have  until  April  30  to  renew 
without  penalty.  Fees  are  $4  for  a  spayed/neutered  dog  and 
$10  for  an  intact  dog.  Proof  of  current  rabies  inoculation  is 
required.  Owners  can  obtain  a  license  through  the  mail  by 
sending  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  with  the  above  in- 
formation and  a  check  payable  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield.  Please 
mail  to  Town  Clerk,  P.O.  Box  175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.  The 
Clerk's  office  will  also  be  open  for  licensing  on  Sat.,  March 
26,  l-3pm,  during  the  Scouts'  Rabies  Clinic  in  the  Town  Hall 
parking  lot  (see  page  19). 

As  always,  we  are  happy  to  answer  questions.  Call  229- 
8752  during  regular  business  hours. 


The  expansion  would  add  two  truck  bays,  big  enough 
to  accommodate  modern  fire  engines,  which  are  larger  than 
the  Fire  Company's  current  equipment.  It  would  extend 
the  south  wall  5  feet  and  the  east  wall  30  feet  into  the  lawn 
between  the  firehouse  and  the  building  that  houses  the  Shef- 
field Market  and  Village  on  the  Green  restaurant.  A  second 
floor  would  be  added  for  meeting  rooms,  sleeping  quarters, 
kitchen  and  storage. 

Because  the  new  building  would  come  close  to  property 
lines  and  the  septic  system  that  is  beneath  the  lawn,  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  review  will  be  required. 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Hurlburts  have  submitted  two  notices  of  intent  to  the 
Conservation  Commission  for  proposed  houses  on  their 
property  on  Rannapo  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  The  Hurlburts 
propose  to  subdivide  the  property  into  two  lots,  with  one 
house  planned  for  them  and  one  for  their  daughter.  Most  of 
the  disturbance  in  the  wetlands  buffer  zone  is  for  re-grading  of 
an  old  gravel  pit. 

Lance  Vermuellen,  a  local  real-estate  agent,  has  submit- 
ted a  notice  of  intent  on  property  off  Bear's  Den  Rd.  near  Bow 
Wow  Rd.  He  proposes  to  put  a  driveway  in  for  a  single  family 
house.  It  will  disturb  75,000  square  feet  of  buffer  zone. 

The  Conservation  Commission  was  unable  to  hold  hear- 
ings at  the  Feb.  10  meeting  due  to  lack  of  a  quorum.  Two  new 
RDAs  were  submitted  at  that  time.  — June  Wolfe 


f  ^Sheffield  Pottery 

~Jjf  The  Berkshire's  Best  Selection  of  Handcrafted  American  Pottery 


Come  Visit  Our  Two  Sliowrootns  Featuring  a 

Unique  Collection  of  Handmade  Pottery  &  the 

Best  in  Ceramic  Supplies  I  Opert  7  Days 


rt  7,  Sheffield,  ma  01 257  •  toll-free  1-888-spi-day 
www.sheffield-pottery.com 
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Village  Green 


SENIOR  CENTER 

Opera's  greatest  hits.  The  Senior  Center  and  the  Directors 
of  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  will  host  Opera  Express,  a  show 
presented  by  the  Connecticut  Opera,  on  Monday,  March  21  at 
lpm.  The  fast-paced  show,  called  "Opera -Tunities"  will  explore 
the  world  of  opera  and  features  popular  arias,  duets,  ensembles, 
acting  exercises  and  more.  Before  the  performance,  there  will 
be  a  luncheon  at  12:30,  catered  by  Odile  Carpenter  and  her 
crew  from  the  Culinary  Arts  Program  at  Mt.  Everett  High 
School.  Call  229-7022  for  reservations. 

Appreciation  luncheon.  Every  year,  the  Senior  Center 
shows  its  appreciation  for  its  many  volunteers  by  giving  them  a 
luncheon.  This  year,  the  luncheon  will  again  be  at  the  Peppermill 
at  12  noon  on  Thurs.,  April  28.  Call  229-7022  for  reservations. 


TREE  LOVERS  -  SAVE  THE  DATE 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  is  planning  to  celebrate  Arbor 
Day  on  Saturday,  April  30.  At  press  time,  the  details  had  not 
been  firmed  up,  but  will  be  available  on  their  web  site,  www. 
sheffieldtreeprojectorg.  And  look  for  details  in  other  local 
media  closer  to  the  date. 
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BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

New  hours. The  building  inspector's  hours  have  changed. 
New  hours  are  Mon.,  6-7:30pm,Tues.,  6-8pm  and  Wed., 
7:30-1  lam.  If  you  have  any  questions,  call  Brent  Getchell 
at  229-7006. 


FIRE  LOG 

-Rick  Boardman,  Chief 


December 

5      Alarm  at  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time  5:28am;  in  service 

5:43am. 
7      Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  10:24pm;  in 

service  10:52pm. 
1 1     Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time  1 1 :20am;  in 

service  1 1 :50am. 
19    Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  4:55pm;  in 

service  5:20pm. 
22    Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School. Alarmtime  1 1: 1 5am;  in 

service  1 1 :36am. 
22    Alarm  at  Option  Institute.  Alarm  time  1 :45pm;  in  service 

2:36pm. 

22  Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  2:05pm;  in  service 
2:36pm. 

28    Wires  burning  at  486  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.  Alarm  time 

6:40pm;  in  service  7:30pm. 
28    Chimney  fire  at  1 90  Rannapo  Rd. Alarm  time  9: 1 2pm;  in 

service  9:45pm. 

January 

2      Alarm  at  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time  2: 1 7am;  in  service 

2:29am. 
2      Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  School. Alarm  time  9:45am;  in 

service  1 0:1 5am. 

5  Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time  4:32am;  in 
service  5:1  lam. 

6  Electrical  fire  at  1438  Boardman  St,  Alarm  time  6:40pm;  in 
service  7: 1 1  pm. 

1 1     Burnt  popcorn  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time  8:08pm;  in 
service  8:26pm. 

1 3  Lifting  assistance  at  456  Giberson  Rd.  Alarm  time  3:34am; 
in  service  3:57am. 

14  Alarm  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time  7:20pm;  in  service 
7:47pm. 

23  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  Schooi.Alarm  time  4:08am;  in 
service  4:24am 

23  Four-wheel  drive  accident.  Alarm  time  4:30pm;  in  service 
5:53pm. 

24  Sprinkler  alarm  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time  6: 1 3pm; 
in  service  7:33pm. 

27  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  Schooi.Alarm  time  7.06am;  in 
service  7:45am. 

28  Truck  fire  at  343  East  Stahl  Rd. Alarm  time  1 :  1 5pm;  in 
service  1 :55pm. 

February 

2      Lifting  assistance  at  59  Maple  Ave.  Alarm  time  5:50pm;  in 

service  6:20pm. 
4      Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time  1 0: 1 0am;  in 

service  1 0:42am. 

9  Car  accident  Alarm  time  1 0:45am;  in  service  1 2: 1 7pm. 

1 0  Alarm  at  334  West  Stahl  Rd.Alarm  time  9:35am;  in 
service  9:52am. 

23    Alarm  at  SBRSD.  Alarm  time:  1 1 :40pm;  in  service:  1 2:08am. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 


It's  All  About  1905  in  Sheffield.  Take 
a  trip  down  the  streets  of  Sheffield 
100  years  ago.  When  you  arrive  at  the 
Old  Stone  Store  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
March  20,  at  3pm,  you  will  be  greeted 
with  voices  from  yesteryear. 

Through  readings  and  songs,  a 
number  of  local  talents  will  lead  you 
in  discovering  this  forgotten  period  in 
history.  Hear  the  latest  musical  hits 
and  news  clips.  Record  your  voice  on 
a  1905  Edison  Player.  John- Arthur 
Miller  will  be  your  host  for  the  after- 
noon, and  at  his  side  will  be  the  1905 
Vanna  White.  Tickets  are  limited  and 
cost  $25.  To  make  a  reservation,  call 
229-8854  or  229-2875. 

100  years  of  clocks.  The  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  celebrates  the  crafts- 
manship of  local  artisans  through  a  new 
exhibition/TOO  Years  of  Regional  New 
England  Horology:  Selected  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  Clocks  and  Time- 
pieces, 1750  to  1850."  The  exhibit  shows 
the  evolution  from  handcrafting  to  mass 
production  and  features  examples  of  vari- 
ous movement  types  and  case  styles.  The 
items  are  drawn  from  collections  through- 
out the  region.  The  opening  reception  will 
be  held  on  Saturday,  April  2,  2-4pm.  It 

ART  LEAGUE 

A  three-day  pastel  landscape  workshop 
will  be  led  by  June  Parker,  master  pastel- 
ist,  Fri.  to  Sun.,  March  11-13,  9:30am- 
4pm,  at  the  Sheffield  Library.  The  fee  is 
$175  (maximum  of  15).  To  register,  call 
Patricia  Ryan,  528-1613. 

On  Sat.,  March  19,  Geoffrey  Moss, 
a  well-known  painter  and  writer,  will 
hold  a  critique  in  the  Sheffield  Library, 
9:30am-4pm.  Bring  up  to  four  pieces, 
including  ones  you  don't  like.  $40  per 
person  (maximum  of  13).  To  register,  call 
Ellen  Murtagh,  528-3205. 

A  collage  and  mixed-media  work- 
shop will  be  led  by  Lynn  Perella,  a 
teacher,  artist  and  writer,  the  weekend  of 
April  16  and  17, 10am-4:30pm,  at  the 
Sheffield  Library.  The  fee  for  the  two-day 
workshop  is  $200.  To  register,  call  Patri- 
cia Ryan,  528-1613. 


is  free  and  open  to  the  public  at  the  Old 
Stone  Store.  The  exhibit  runs  from  April  2 
through  May  30. 

Story  Of  A  Family  Pumpkin  Farm. 
Bruce  Howden  shares  the  story  of  his  fam- 
ily and  how  his  father  came  to  develop  the 
Howden  and  Howden  Biggie  pumpkins  at  the 
March  monthly  meeting.  Friday,  March  1 1  at 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

Building  a  Bridge.  At  the  April 
monthly  meeting,  Susan  Buchholz, 
engineer,  teacher,  and  actor,  dramatizes 
the  story  of  how  Emily  Warren  Roebling, 
who  became  her  ill  husband's  liaison  in 
the  construction  of  the  Brooklyn  Bridge, 
ends  up  speaking  where  no  woman  has 
spoken  before,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  Friday, 
April  8,  7:30pm,  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

Work  Bees.  Join  us  for  spring  clean- 
ing! All  ages  and  skill  levels  are  welcome. 
Call  the  office  to  let  us  know  you  will  be 
attending.  Saturdays,  April  30  &  May  7, 
lOam-noon. 

April  School  Vacation  Workshop. 
Watch  for  more  details  in  coming  weeks. 

Penny  Rug  Workshop.  Instructor 
Connie  Logan  shows  how  to  do  this 
historic  craft  begun  in  the  18th  century. 
Early  table  rugs  were  made  from  scraps 

SCOUT  NEWS 

Cub  Scout  Pack  28  will  be  holding  its 
annual  Pancake  Breakfast  on  March 
13,  7-llam  at  the  Sheffield  American 
Legion  on  Route  7.  The  scouts  will 
be  serving  up  pancakes,  sausage,  apple 
sauce,  orange  juice,  milk,  coffee  and 
tea.  The  money  raised  will  be  used 
to  offset  the  costs  of  awards,  trips 
and  summer  camp.  Tickets  for  the 
breakfast  may  be  purchased  from  any 
Cub  Scout  in  Pack  28  or  at  the  door. 
Adults  $5  and  children  (4-12)  $3. 
Take-out  orders  are  available. 

Boy  Scout  Troop  28  will  be  hold- 
ing its  annual  Spaghetti  Dinner  on 
April  30,  5-7pm.  The  money  raised 
this  year  will  help  pay  for  our  sum- 
mer trip  to  the  National  Boy  Scout 
Jamboree,  to  be  held  at  Fort  A.  P. 
Hill,  VA.  The  trip  will  include  visits 


of  fabrics  and  were  used  on  tables,  trunks, 
or  hearths.  By  the  late  1800s,  they  were 
being  made  from  felted  wool  in  applique 
designs.  The  penny  coin  at  that  time  was 
large  in  diameter  and  became  the  perfect 
tool  to  be  used  as  a  template  for  a  circle 
design — thus  giving  the  craft  its  name. 

Bring  your  own  pattern  and  materials 
if  you  are  interested  in  completing  a  spe- 
cific item.  If  you  just  interested  in  learning 
the  technique,  felt,  thread,  and  a  design 
choice  will  be  provided.  Bring  a  lunch  or 
visit  one  of  the  nearby  restaurants.  $15; 
pre-registration  required  (last  day  to 
register  is  April  13).  Saturday,  April  23, 
2005,10am-3pm,  Old  Stone  Store. 

T\k  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is  located  on 
Route  7  in  the  center  of  Sheffield.  Tl>e  Old 
Stone  Store  is  also  on  Route  7,  on  the  Green 
in  Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond 
House  are  available  by  appointment  during 
the  winter  and  Tiwrs.  through  Sat. from 
Memorial  Day  through  Oct.  The  Mark 
Dewey  Research  Center  is  open  Mon.  and 
Fri.  l:30~4pm  and  by  appointment.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  Sheffield  His- 
torical Society,  159-161  Main  St.,  RO.  Box 
747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  413-229-2694 
or  e-mail  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


to  Luray  Caverns,  Shiloh,  and  Get- 
tysburg. Tickets  for  the  dinner  maybe 
purchased  from  any  Troop  28  member 
or  at  the  door.  Adults  $7  and  children 
(4-12)  $3. 

Rabies  clinic.  The  Sheffield 
Scouts  will  be  hosting  its  annual 
Rabies  Clinic  March  26,l-3pm,  in  the 
parking  lot  by  Town  Hall.  All  dogs 
must  be  on  a  leash  and  under  the 
control  of  someone  who  can  handle 
them  in  a  crowd.  All  cats  must  be  in 
carrying  cases.  Dr.  Marge  Gulick  will 
be  giving  the  shots,  winch  will  cost  $9 
apiece.  The  Town  Clerk  will  be  avail- 
able to  sell  c\o<^  licenses. 

— Elizabeth  Hobby,Cubmastcr; 
Deborah  Wright,  Committee  Chairperson; 
and  George  Olcen.  Scoutmaster 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 

Salisbury  Bank  &  Trust  opens  office 

The  opening  of  the  Lakeville,  CT,  bank's 
new  branch  in  Sheffield  is  planned  for 
March.  In  addition  to  being  available  for 
deposits,  withdrawals  and  night  depos- 
its, the  branch  will  have  an  ATM.  Trust 
and  mortgage  services  will  be  available 
by  appointment,  with  officers  on  hand  as 
needed.  Bank  hours  will  be  Monday  to 
Friday  9-4  and  Saturday  9-noon. 

The  bank,  which  has  four  Con- 
necticut branches,  as  well  as  one  in  South 
Egremont,  already  has  some  Sheffield 
customers. "It's  a  convenience  for  existing 
customers,"  says  Rick  Cantele,  president 
and  chief  executive  officer,  adding  that  it's 
also  an  opportunity  for  a  smaller  bank  to 
expand  on  how  it  serves  southern  Berk- 
shire County. "We  are  definitely  looking 


forward  to  being  in  Sheffield  and  hope 
that  customers  and  potential  customers 
will  stop  by." 

New  website  showcases  flower  creations 
Barbara  Morgan  and  Jude  Kent,  owners 
of  Enchanted  Florist,  now  have  a  website 
that  makes  it  easy  to  see  and  order  their 
creations.  It's  at  www.enchanted-florist. 
net. 

Enchanted  Florist  moved  to  Ashley 
Falls  from  Canaan,  in  2003,  where  it  now 
resides  in  a  small  cottage  set  in  a  lovely 
garden  behind  Jude's  home.  Barbara  and 
Jude  pride  themselves  in  using  the  fresh- 
est and  most  unusual  flowers  available, 
and  they  grow  many  of  their  own  during 
the  summer  months,  some  of  which  are 
dried  for  later  use  in  their  "everlasting" 


arrangements.  They  scour  the  country- 
side for  wildflowers,  branches,  moss  and 
berries,  materials  that  give  their  creations 
a  natural  organic  look. 

Enchanted  Florist  delivers  bou- 
quets, vase  and  basket  arrangements 
and  plants  to  the  tri-state  area.  Dried 
floral  arrangements  can  be  custom 
ordered.  This  past  November  the  ladies 
hosted  their  second  annual  Holiday 
Open  House,  which  showcased  their 
extensive  dried  creations.  Enchanted 
Florist  also  offers  workshops  in  making 
wreathes,  baskets  or  arrangements;  see 
the  listings  on  the  website  for  details. 

If  you  are  planning  to  visit  the 
studio,  call  ahead:  935  Ashley  Falls 
Rd.,  413-229-8430  or  toll  free  at 
866-413-8430. 


NOTED  ECOLOGIST  SPEAKS  AT  LAND  TRUSTS  WINTER  LECTURE 


A  record  crowd  listened  to  ecologist 
Tom  Wessels  discuss  how  the  ever- 
changing  forest  landscape  provides 
clues  to  its  past  history  at  the  Sheffield 
Land  Trust's  seventh  annual  Winter 
Lecture  Feb.  5  at  Dewey  Hall.  To  a 
standing-room-only  audience  of  more 
than  140  people  Wessels  showed  how 
reading  clues  left  behind  in  the  forest 
can  tell  the  observer  whether  the  land 
has  been  farmed,  pastured,  or  logged 
and  whether  storms  and  fires  have 
altered  the  forest.  He  calls  this  inves- 
tigation "forest  forensics,"  a  practice 
he  explains  in  his  book  Reading  the 
Forested  Landscape. 


Wessels,  a  professor  of  ecology 
in  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Studies  and  the  founding  director 
of  the  Masters  Degree  Program  in 
Conservation  Biology  at  Antioch  New 
England  Graduate  School,  Keene, 
NH,  knows  the  local  woods  through 
more  than  50  summers  spent  at  Twin 
Lakes  in  Salisbury,  CT.  For  the  past 
25  years  he  has  conducted  field  trips 
and  workshops  throughout  the  U.S. 
and  has  done  consultation  work  on 
Mt.  Everett,  where  he  helped  identi- 
fy an  extensive  old-growth  forest.  On 
Oct.  30,  he  will  return  to  Sheffield 
to  lead  the  SLT's  third  annual  walk 


on  conserved  private  land.  Details  on 
the  walk  will  be  announced  in  late 
— Pat  Elsbach 


summer. 


Tom  Wessels  signs  copies  of  his  book. 


silk's  variety 

Beer/Wine/Spirits 
and  much  more!! 


107  main  street 

Sheffield,  ma 

4-13.ZZS.870Z 


Horse  Barn  Classics 

Automobile  and  Truck  Sales 


413-229-2021  (office) 
413-292-7245  (pager) 
413-229-2028  (home) 


Dana  A.  Bartholomew 

OWNER 

1080  S.  Undermountain  Road 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 
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SHEFFIELD  KIWANIS  CLUB 


The  5th  Annual  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Schol- 
arship Raffle  proved  to  be  another  re- 
sounding success.  With  over  860  chances 
sold,  the  club  will  be  establishing  an  en- 
dowment in  the  name  of  Arthur  Stavisky, 
a  long-time  Kiwanis  member  who  died 
last  year.  Arthurs  name  joins  those  of  Rev. 
James  Chase,  Myron  Wartella,  George 
Ullrich  and  the  Olde  Yankee  Street  Rods 
car  club  in  this  special  part  of  our  annual 
scholarship  program. 

The  winners  in  this  year's  contest: 
First  prize,  the  GMC  Sierra  Truck, 
was  won  by  Courtney  "Buck  "Turner  of 
Southfield.  Second  prize  ($1,500)  went 
to  Steve  Bannon  of  Bill's  Pharmacy  in 
Great  Barrington,  and  third  prize  ($500) 
to  Suzanne  LeMak  of  Rutland,  VT,  the 
New  England  District  Kiwanis  Treasurer. 
Once  again,  we  give  the  citizens  of  our 
nine  communities  (and  the  far  reaches 
of  the  country  via  mail)  our  resounding 
praise  and  gratitude  for  so  faithfully  sup- 
porting this  major  Kiwanis  fund-raiser. 

Play  ball.  In  March  we  break  out 
the  bats  and  balls  and  start  lining  up  the 
teams  for  the  spring  Little  League  season. 
Early  sign-ups  for  both  minor  and  major 
league  teams  are  set  for  Wed.,  March  9, 
6-8pm  at  Mt.  Everett  School.  Try-outs 
happen  on  Wed.,  March  23,  at  6pm  and 
again  on  Sat.,  March  26, 10  am,  at  the 
school  as  well.  The  Pre-Season  Tourney  is 
scheduled  for  the  weekend  of  April  23-24. 
The  season  ends  with  the  All-Star  Game 
at  the  Sheffield  Town  Park  on  Sunday, 
June  26.  With  the  talented  and  generous 
coaches  we  gather  each  year,  it  promises  to 
be  another  great  season! 

Conferences  and  cruises.  Several 
of  the  Sheffield  Kiwanians  are  attending 
the  New  England  District  Mid-Winter 
Conference  in  South  Portland,  ME,  the 
weekend  of  March  4-6.  About  a  dozen 
of  our  local  members  will  be  sailing  the 
Norwegian  Majesty  on  a  cruise  from 
Boston  to  Bermuda  the  first  week  in  May. 
Over  150  Kiwanians  from  the  New  Eng- 
land District  plan  to  visit  the  three  sister 
Bermudian  Kiwanis  Clubs  over  the  three 
days  in  port. 

At  the  high  schools.  Thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  Fred  Finkle,  Dave  Johnson 
and  Mike  Britton,  our  second  sponsored 
Key  Club,  at  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High 
School,  now  has  enough  members  to  ap- 
ply for  its  charter.  This  group  continues 


the  service  at  the  high  school  level  that 
was  begun  by  the  Builder's  Club  in  the 
middle  school.  The  Key  Club  has  done 
charity  projects  over  the  holidays  and 
plans  a  dance  on  Friday,  March  11. 

The  Monument  Mountain  Key 
Club  has  been  working  various  projects, 
earning  money  to  send  several  members 
to  assist  at  Camp  Sunshine  in  Maine  this 
spring.  They  just  sponsored  a  success- 
ful pancake  breakfast  in  February  and 
continue  collecting  and  redeeming  empty 
bottles  and  cans  from  the  Sheffield  Recy- 
cling Center. 

Musical.  Irene  MacDonald  and 
Hilda  Banks  Shapiro  will  again  stage  a 
musical  in  April.  Performances  of  "The 


Best  of  Broadway — 3"  are  scheduled 
for  Fri.  and  Sat.,  April  15  and  16  at 
8pm  and  Sun.,  April  17  at  3pm  in  the 
Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center  at 
Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Watch  for  ads 
with  more  details. 

Service.  Kiwanis  continues  to  take 
its  turn  (about  every  5  or  6  weeks)  at 
the  Breaking  Bread  Soup  Kitchen  in  St. 
Peter's  Center,  Great  Barrington.  Our  an- 
nual monthly  Litter  Patrol  crews  will  soon 
hit  the  highway,  with  cleanups  on  the 
third  Thursday  of  each  month  through 
October.        — Richard  L.  Goodwin 

The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  meets  Tuesdays  at 
7pm  at  Limey's  Restaurant. 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  PROGRAMS 


Winter  Botany  with  Jerry  Jenkins. 

Sat,  March  5,  I0am-3pm.  Examine  buds, 
branches,  tree  form  and  ecology  with 
one  of  New  England's  foremost  bota- 
nists. Program  will  take  place  both  inside 
the  Visitor's  Center  and  outside  in  the 
varied  landscape  of  Bartholomew's  Cob- 
ble. Bring  a  lunch.  Hot  drinks  provided. 
Limited  to  1 2  participants.  Pre-register. 
Members:  adult  $20.  Non-members: 
adult  $25. 

A  Year  in  the  Life  of  a  Vernal  Pool. 

Sat.,  March  1 9, 2-3pm.  Ecologist  Jose 
Garcia  presents  a  lecture/slide  show  on 
ecologically  complex  ephemeral  pools 
and  their  links  with  the  surrounding  for- 
est. Pre-register.  Members:  adult  $4;  child 
free.  Non-members:  adult  $6;  child  $3. 

Southern  Exposures — The  Wildlife 
of  the  Southwestern  U.S.  Sat,  April 

2, 4-5pm.Join  local  wildlife  photographer 
Scott  Robinson  for  a  discussion/slide 
show  on  the  mammals,  birds  and  reptiles 
of  southern  Arizona,  New  Mexico  and 
California.  Pre-register.  Members:  adult 
$4;  child  free.  Non-members:  adult  $6; 
child  $3. 

Life  in  a  Vernal  Pool.  Saturdays, April 
23  and  30,  May  7, 1 0am- 1 2pm.  Explore 
life  in  our  spring  ponds.  Look  for  egg 
masses  of  wood  frogs  and  salamanders. 
Search  for  fairy  shrimp  and  fingernail 
clams.  Come  prepared  to  get  wet  and 
muddy.  Pre-register.  Members:  adult/child 
$4,  Non-members:  adult/child  $6. 


Volunteer  Work  Day.  Sat, April  16, 
9am- 1  pm.  Rain  or  shine.  Come  lend  a 
hand  with  our  annual  spring  work  proj- 
ects— jobs  include  trail  building/mainte- 
nance and  spring  cleanup.  Potluck  lunch. 
Please  let  us  know  you  are  coming  so 
we  can  plan.  Free  to  all. 

Volunteer  Work  Party.  Every  Thurs- 
day, April  through  Oct.,  9-1  1 :30am. Work 
with  staff  to  remove  exotic  invasive 
species.  Learn  how  to  identify  and  con- 
serve our  native  species.  Free  to  all. 

Bird  Walk— -Spring  Migration.  Sun- 
days, April  24-June  1 2. 7-8:30am.  Explore 
avian  habitats  as  spring  migrants  arrive. 
Birders  of  all  levels  are  welcome.  Bring 
binoculars.  Pre-register.  Members:  free. 
Non-members:  adult  $6,  child  $3. 

Spring  Wildf lowers.  Sundays.  April 
24-May  8.  10- 1  1 :30am  and  Sat..  May  7, 
1 0-1 1 :30am. The  limestone  soils  at  the 
Cobble  host  hepatica.  spring  beauty. 
Dutchman's  breeches,  cut-leaved  tooth- 
wort,  red  and  white  trillium  and  many 
others.  Explore  with  a  naturalist/guide. 
Pre-register.  Members:  adult/child  $4. 
Non-members:  adult/child  $6. 


Programs  meet  at  the  Cobble  on 
Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  Mem- 
bers  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations 
attend  free  or  at  a  reduced  rate.  For 
more  information,  call  229-8600. 
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Real  Estate  Transfers 


December 


3      Bruce  Ira  Collingwood  &  Jeffrey  Frank  Collingwood  to 

Jeffrey  F.  Collingwood,  property  at  Brush  Hill  Rd.,  $  I . 
10    Michael  I.  &  Helen  Seizer  to  Peter  R.  &  Hester  A.Velmans 

Cherneff,  property  at  778  Hewins  St.,  $  1 ,200,000. 
1 6    Brian  J.  Homeyer  to  Jeffrey  Polidoro,  property  at  South 

Main  St.,  transfer. 
16    Matthew  L.  Farmer  to  Randy  J.  &  Karen  I.  Robarge,  prop 

erty  at  Richard  Dr.,  under  $  1 00. 
1 6    Randy  J.  &  Karen  L.  Robarge  to  Matthew  L.  Farmer,  prop 

erty  at  Richard  Dr.,  under  $  100. 
23    Virginia  J.  Drury  to  The  Nature  Conservancy,  property  at 

Barnum  St.,  $325,000. 
23    Ronald  G.  &  Candace  Eaton  Lindner  to  Debra  A.  Lewis, 

property  at  Hewins  St.,  $48,000. 
27   Josephine  A.Tarzia  to  Jeremiah  J.  Cronin  &  Karrie  M. 

Barnum,  property  at  Oak  St.,  $22,000. 

27  Laurence  J.  &  Diane  K.  Halloran  to  Jeremiah  J.  Cronin 
&  Karrie  M.  Barnum,  property  at  Sycamore  Terrace, 
$20,000. 

28  Bruce  A.  &  Carla  B.  Fyfe,  to  Bruce  A.  Fyfe,  property  at 
Main  St.,  transfer. 

28    John  Hoyt  &  Katherine  Emory  Stookey,  conservation 
restriction  to  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  property  at  Sheffield 
Egremont  Rd.,  gift. 

30    Daniel  &  Jeffrey  Daniel  Watson, Trustees,  to  Daniel  A. 
Watson,  property  at  1 149  North  Main  St.,  transfer. 


January 

3      Timothy  P.  Hewins  to  Keith  T  Hyatt,  property  at  129  Miller 

Ave.,  $300,000. 
7      Robert  &  Dorris  Van  Deusen  to  Richard  H.Wagner,  prop 

erty  at  494  &  500  Sheffield  Plain,  $  1 79,000. 
1 0    Louis  Bachetti  to  Placido  J.  Birriel,  property  at  1 1 0 1 

County  Rd.,$  1 67,533. 
1 0    Cristina  Carpidies  &  Terri  Shevrin  to  Jonathan  J.  &  Jennifer 

S.  Nacht,  property  at  34 1  Aberdeen  Lane,  Sheffield  and 

New  Marlborough,  $568,000. 
1 2    Jennifer  A.  Dowley  to  Robert  H.  Schlosser,  property  at  222 

Water  Farm  Rd.,  $240,000. 
1 9    Estate  of  Rosa  Cavalier  to  Todd  M.  Driscoll,  Inc.,  property 

at  South  Main  St.,  $47,500. 
2 1     David  M.  &  Melanie  A.  Rushton  to  SIRVA  Relocation,  LLC, 

property  at  1 8 1  Bunce  Rd.,  $262,000. 
2 1    SIRVA  Relocation,  LLC  to  Glenn  D.  &  Sheryl  J.  Barnum, 

property  at  181  Bunce  Rd.,  $262,000. 
21     Glenn  D.  &  Sheryl  J.  Barnum  to  MX  Properties,  LLC,  prop 

erty  at  158  Bunce  Rd.,  $1. 
63       28    Esther  M.  Coffin  to  Liam  Dugan  &  Hilda  C.  Hogan,  prop 

erty  at  408  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $1 18,900. 


February 

I      Jeffrey  Polidoro  to  Bette  Demeri,  property  at  South  Main 

St.,  $68,000. 
4      Richard  C.Wuori  to  Mary  Lou  Ciulla,  property  at  33 

Woodbeck  Ridge  Rd.,  $565,000. 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Hardware 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


•  Masonry 

•  Paint 

•  Insulation 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  your- 
self you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41  3-229-8820  FAX 


'"'-■■■■. . 


KS  Bookkeeping 
Business,  Personal  &  Payroll 


Kelly  Soules 


Quickbooks 
Quicken 
Payroll  Services 


413-229-8016 

PO  Box  523 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 


WILLIAM  BRGCKMAN 

W     REAL     ESTATE    1> 

Celebrating  Thirty  Years  of  Personal,  Professional  Service 

DEBORAH  A.  LEVINSON 

Sales  Associate 


413  229-3990  hm.  office      413  528-4859  office 

deborah@williambrockman.com 

www.berkshiresforsale.com 

Massachusetts       New  York       Connecticut 


in 

carpet  and  upholstery  cleaning 

Phone ^413)  m42W 

Toll  Free:  1-666454-3900 
AtflotnoGiwe  Interior  Clewed  and  Deodorized 

m^  Deflooding.  arxi  Drying 

JflVv        Jr&ured  and  Certified 
'     i    *  pree  Estates 
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Kiwanis  mid-winter  conference,  p.  21 

Key  Club  dance.TBA,  p.  2 1 

Art  League  pastel  workshop,  9:30am-4pm, 

Bushnell-Sage  Library,  p.  19 

ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY 

Community  dance  at  Undermountain  Elem.,  p.  5 

Saturday  morning  indoor  market  begins, 

9:30am- 1  pm,  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  p.  5 

Painter  Geoffrey  Moss,  9:30am-4pm,  Bushneli- 

Sage  Library,  p.  1 9 

1905  Sheffield,  3pm,  Old  Stone  Store,  p.  19 

FIRST  DAY  OF  SPRING 

Nomination  papers  due, Town  Clerk,  p.  I 

GOOD  FRIDAY 

Rabies  clinic,  l-3pm,  parking  lot  by  Town  Hall,  p.  19 

EASTER 

APRIL  FOOL'S  DAY 

Exhibit  opening- 1 00  years  of  clocks,  2-4pm, 

Old  Stone  Store,  p.  1 9 

DAYLIGHT  SAVINGS  BEGINS 

Sheffield  Historical  Society  monthly  meeting, 

7:30pm,  Dewey  Mertarial  Hall,  p.  1 9 

Supper  and  simulcasAwith  Rick  Warren,  6pm, 

Greenwoods  Community  Church,  p.  1 1 

Sheffield  Times  deadline 

Last  day  for  residents  b  register  to  vote 

Best  of  Broadway,  Conjolati  Performing 

Arts  Ctr„  p.  1 9 

Lynn  Perella,  collage  and 

10am-4:30pm,  Bushnell- 

EARTH  DAY 

PASSOVER  (begins  as  sur 

Penny  Rug  workshop,  I  Oat 

Stone  Store,  p.  1 9 

ARBOR  DAY 

Arbor  Day  Sheffield  Tree  Prd 

Boy  Scout  annual  spaghetti 

American  Legion  Hall,  p.  19 


ixed  media, 
Library,  p.  1 9 


Ige 


>wn) 
r3pm,Oid 


celebration 
ier,  5-7pm, 


Annual  Town  Meeting,  7pm,  Mt.yerett  Regional 

High  School 

Town  Elections.Town  Hall 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted  by 
number-  i.e.  "1st,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day 
occurs  in  the  month.   *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am  (p3) 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3*  4th 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6-7:30pm 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1s* 
Tuesdays: 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm  -  8pm 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview  Hospital 
Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd  (except  November) 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 

Physical  Fitness,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  9am 

Council  on  Aging,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  3rd 
Wednesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7:30am -11am 
Thursdays: 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11 :30 

*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 
Fridays: 

Farmer's  Market,  Old  Parish  Parking  Lot,  4-7 
Saturdays: 

Saturday  Market,  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  9:30am-1pm 

Marketplace,  American  Legion  Hall,  10am-3pm 

Contra  Dancing.  Sheffield  Grange.  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4* 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish.  7:45am,  2nd  (p.11) 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

March  2 1        Opera  Express,  I  pm,  Dewey  Hall 

April  28  Volunteer  Appreciation  Luncheon, 

1 2  noon,  Peppermill  Restaurant 


PLKSE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 

/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Tikes!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 

the  SheUld  Association.  PO  Box  1 339.  Sheffield.  MA  0 1 257 


..  made  payable  to 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  ackna|edgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Tim^sent) 

0  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymol  f~J  r<d  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 

□  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  expense  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  put-  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  oiVjs  form  jf  VOu  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  and  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  wkger|<shjre-raconjc  Community  Foundation. 
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HOW  TO  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 
YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER 

Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Have  an  idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture  of  an  interesting  Sheffield  scene?  Have  a  new  business  venture?  Let  us  know! 
Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  box  or  e-mail  address  below.  News  briefs  can  be  one  or  two  sentences,  short 
articles  between  150  and  450  words.  For  feature  stories,  please  run  suggestions  by  the  editors  first. 

Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include  a  contact  name  and  number  in  case  there 

are  questions. 

Advertise 

We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to  half-pages  available.  Ad  policy  is  on  page  2. 

Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  or  more  information. 

Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local.  Tell  them  you  read  about  them  here. 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield.  It's  only  partly  supported  by  advertising.  When  you  make  a 
donation,  you  help  make  future  issues  possible  and  you  get  the  Sheffield  Times  in  the  mail.  See  the  form  page  23. 


Sheffield  Times 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01 257 

E-mail:  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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May/June 
leadline:  April  11 
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